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GADSHILL,  THE  HOME  OF  "THE  APOSTLE  OF  CHRISTMAS." 


anchorite  could  hardly  resist. 

"Boz"  will  ever  be  associated  with  Christinas.  No  man 
has  done  more  for  the  Holy  Season,  or  so  much;  not  even  his 
contemporary,  Washington  Irving.  In  private  life,  he  to  the 
last  cherished  the  old  feeling  and  associations,  and  at  the 
festal  season  delighted  to  gather  about  him  the  members  of 
his  family  and  a  few  choice  friends  at  his  Kentish  house. 
Gadshill  offered  a  good  misc  en  scene  and  background  for 
such  festivity,  and  might  pass  very  well  for  a  sort  of  "moated 
grange" — certainly  for  a  good  old  manor  house,  with  its  bel- 
frey  on  the  roof,  and  its  rubicund  Georgian  brick  and  old- 
fashioned  and  even-spreading  yew  trees. 

His  death  took  place  at  his  here  photographed  home  of 
Gadshill,  which  he  bought  in  1856.  Here  he  worked  and  saw 
his  friends,  and  was  loved  and  almost  worshiped  by  his  poor 
neighbors.  His  study  was  on  the  second  floor  to  the  right  of 
the  entrance  of  this  building,  and  from  these  windows  he 
often  looked  on  the  scene  here  pictured  of  the  beautiful  garden. 


Charles  Dickens,  the 
genial  "Boz,"  was  al- 
ways the  apostle  of 
Christmas.  He  was 
never  weary  of  cele- 
brating its  romance, 
revelry,  softening  in- 
fluences and  holy  in- 
spiration ;  over  and 
over  again  that  one  favorite  scene — the  gath- 
ering of  friends  around  the  festal  board,  the 
quaffing  of  wassail  and  other  drinks,  the  rec- 
oncilement of  friends  and  relations  long  es- 
tranged, and  even  the  transformation  of  hard- 
grinding  characters,  such  as  Scooge,  into  amiable  and  benefi- 
cent members  of  society.  His  most  enjoyable  pictures  are 
found  in  "the  immortal  Pickwick,"  the  gathering  at  Dingley 
Dell,  under  the  roof  of  the  hospitable  old  VVardle,  which  an 
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I  CHRISTMAS  BELLS. 

^  "Ring  out,  ye  merry  bells!    Welcome,  thrice  welcome! 

%  Welcome,  old  holly-crowned  Christmas  again! 

*  Blithe  as  a  child  at  play,  keeping  his  holiday, 
%  Welcome  him  back  from  the  snow-peak  and  plain. 

*  "Up  with  the  holly  bough,  green  from  the  winter's  brow. 

*  Lock  up  your  ledgers  and  cares  for  a  day; 
¥        Out  to  the  forest  go,  gather  the  mistletoe, 
^  Old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  up  and  away! 
§ 

"Up  with  the  holly  bough,  ay,  and  the  laurel  now; 
^  In  with  the  yule  log.  and  brighten  the  hearth; 

3g        Quick!  here  he  is  again,  come  with  his  joyous  train, 
Laughter  and  music,  and  friendship  and  mirth. 

V  "Wealth  has  its  duties  now,  Christians,  you  will  allow; 

*  Think,  then,  ye  rich,  whilst  your  tables  are  spread, 
^  Think  of  those  wretched  ones.  Poverty's  stricken  sons 
?fe  Weeping,  whilst  children  are  asking  for  bread. 

AS! 

$  "Ring  out,  ye  Christmas  bells!  ring  till  your  music  swells 

Out  o'er  the  mountains,  and  far  on  the  main: 

%  King  till  all  cheerless  ones  catch  up  your  merry  tones, 

$t  Singing,  'Come  Christmas,  again  and  again.'  " 

OLD  CHRISTMAS  CUSTOMS. 

Here  is  the  origin  of  a  few  Christmas  phrases  and  customs 
which  are  not  generally  known: 
Yule. 

"Yule"  is  a  word  meaning  "The  Festival  of  the  Sun."  This 
festival  was  kept  at  the  winter  solstice,  when  the  Xew  Year 
or  sun  was  ushered  in.  <  )din,  "the  sun."  was  called  "Jul- 
vatter,"  that  is,  Yule-father.    The  burning  of  the  Yule-log  is 

supposed  to  he  of  Anglo 
Saxon  origin,  and  was  em- 
blematic of  returning  light 
and  heat.  The  Yule-log  was 
the  stem  of  one  of  the  larg- 
est trees  that  could  be  found 
on  the  estate.  It  was  hewn 
down  in  February,  kindled 
where  it  fell,  suffered  to  burn 
until  sunset,  when  the  fire 
was  extinguished,  and  the  log 
laid  in  a  proper  place  until  it 
was  required  at  Christmas. 

Santa  Claus. 

Santa  Claus  is  a  corruption 
of  St.  Nicholas,  the  patron 
saint  of  children,  who  was 
born  at  Patara,  in  Asia  Mi- 
nor, early  in  the  fourth  cen- 
tury. His  chief  performance 
in  the  miracle  line  is  said 
also,  to  have  been  the  re- 
storing to  life  of  three  chil- 
dren, who  had  been  murdered,  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  frag- 
ments salted  down  as  pork  hv  an  innkeeper! 
Holly. 

Holly  was  used  by  the  early  Christians  at  Rome  to  decor- 
ate their  churches  and  dwellings  on  each  recurring  anniver- 
sary of  the  birth  of  the  Redeemer.  It  had  previously  been 
employed  in  the  great  festival  of  the  Saturnalia,  which  took 
place  at  the  same  time  of  the  year.  The  Pagan  Romans  were 
accustomed  to  send  their  friends  holly  sprigs  during  this  an- 
nual feast,  with  wishes  for  their  health  and  happiness,  in 
much  the  same  manner  as  we  employ  Christmas  cards.  Ac- 
cording to  tradition,  it  was  in  a  holly-bush  that  Jehovah  ap- 
peared to  Moses'. 
Mistletoe. 

Mistletoe  we  owe  to  some  Druidical  customs  among  the 
ancient  Britons.  The  Cross,  early  historians  say,  was  con- 
structed from  a  mistletoe  tree.    The  species  then  flourished 
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in  the  forest,  but  after  the  great  crime  on  Calvary  it  only  ex- 
isted in  the  parasitical  form  in  which  we  know  it  now. 
Kissing  under  the  Mistletoe. 

Kissing  under  the  mistletoe  is  a  relic  of  Scandinavian  myth- 
ology. Loki  hated  Balder,  the  Apollo  of  the  North.  As 
everything  that  springs  from  fire,  air,  earth,  and  water  had 
been  sworn  not  to  hurt  the  celestial  favorite,  the  wicked 
spirit  made  an  arrow  of  mistletoe,  which  he  gave  to  blind 
Hoder  to  test,  who  shot  the  arrow  and  killed  Balder.  On  the 
latter  being  restored  to  life  again  the  mistletoe  was  given  to 
the  <  ioddess  of  Love  to  keep,  and  everyone  who  passed  under 
it  received  a  kiss,  to  indicate  that  the  branch  was  the  emblem 
of  love  and  not  of  death. 
Plum  Pudding  and  Mince  Pie. 

The  origin  of  both  the  plum  pudding  and  the  mince  pie 
seems  lost,  to  use  the  time-honored  phrase,  in  the  mists  of 
antiquity.  The  most  favorite  theory  is  that  they  are  em- 
blematical of  the  offerings  made  by  the  Wise  Men  to  the  In- 
fant Saviour. 
Christmas  Cards. 

Christmas  cards  originated  in  the  last  century  from  a  Ger- 
man custom  of  sending  greetings  and  congratulations  to  a 
person  to  celebrate  some  great  event.  They  were  first  brought 
out  in  Great  Britain  in  1846. 


OLD  TIME  LIVING  EXPENSES. 

The  comparison  is  often  made  between  present-day  wages 
and  the  wages  paid  generations  ago,  and  the  comforting  con- 
clusion is  presented  to  us  that  we  have  advanced  greatly  in- 
deed. But  the  low  cost  of  living  in  the  olden  days  is  seldom 
taken  into  account.  If  a  man  had  a  quarter  in  his  pocket  in 
tlu-  days  of  the  Plantagenets,  for  instance,  he  could  keep  his 
family  well  supplied  for  a  week.  With  that  amount  of  money 
he  could  smile  at  the  butcher,  bow  openly  to  the  grocer,  and 
look  the  rest  of  the  world  as  squarely  in  the  face  as  did  the 
village  blacksmith. 

If  he  lived  in  England  seven  hundred  years  ago  and  wished 
to  regale  his  family  on  mutton,  he  could  buy  the  finest  of  fat 
sheep  for  twenty-four  cents,  which  would  almost  allow  him  to 
give  a  banquet  on  a  pennyworth  of  mutton.  A  cow  was  more 
expensive,  but  one  dollar  and  a  half  would  buy  the  best  he 
could  find  in  the  market,  while  for  a  fat  hog  he  need  only  part 
w  ith  eighty  cents. 

In  the  fourteenth  century,  two  cents  would  buy  a  pair  of 
chickens,  and  a  nickel  for  a  goose  fit  to  grace  any  Christmas 
dinner-table,  and  a  penny  would  purchase  a  dozen  new-laid 
eggs;  while  for  two  cents  the  brewer  was  compelled  by  law 
to  sell  three  gallons  of  beer,  the  equivalent  of  forty-eight 
glasses. 

Wheat  sometimes  fell  as  low  as  forty  cents  a  quarter,  though 
after  a  great  storm,  or  in  a  time  of  "grievous  famine,"  it  would 
rise  as  high  as  four  and  five  dollars  a  quarter.  Still,  at  these 
prices  a  good  many  pounds  of  bread  could  be  bought  for  a 
penny. 

Pasture  and  arable  lands  were  ridiculously  cheap — two  cents 
an  acre  for  the  former  and  twelve  cents  an  acre  for  the  latter 
being  considered  a  fair  annual  rental.  Draft-horses  were  a 
drug  on  the  market  at  seventy-two  cents  each,  and  oxen  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty  cents.  In  the  days  of  the  second  Henry 
fifty  dollars  would  have  equipped  a  farm  with  three  draft- 
horses,  half  a  dozen  oxen,  twenty  cows,  and  two  hundred 
sheep,  leaving  a  balance  of  two  dollars  toward  the  payment 
of  the  rent — about  five  dollars  a  year.  House  rent  was  so 
absurdly  small  that  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  paid  only  four 
dollars  and  eighty  cents  a  year  to  his  landlord. 


The  discovery  during  underpinning  work  at  W  inchester 
Cathedral  of  Roman  objects,  including  Samian  ware,  coins, 
flanged  tiles,  and  water  vessels,  shows  that  Milner  and  other 
Catholic  writers  were  correct  and  that  the  Cathedral  stands 
on  the  site  of  a  Roman  temple  and  a  sanctuary  of  Roman 
Christians. 


THE  BRITISH-LA  LI  FORNIAN . 


SIR  WALTER  RALEIGH. 

(Essay  Awarded  First  Prize  by  the  Navy  League,  Eng.) 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  born  at  Budleigh  Salterton,  Devon- 
shire, in  the  year  1552,  and  he  died  in  1618.  "God  has  made 
nobler  heroes,"  said  Stevenson,  "but  He  never  made  a  finer 
gentleman  than  Walter  Raleigh."  He  came  of  a  breed  which 
belonged  to  the  sea;  his  half-brother,  Sir  Humphrey  Gil- 
bert, and  his  cousin,  Sir  Richard  Grenville,  are  well-known 
figures  in  Elizabethan  naval  history. 

Raleigh  was  educated  at  Oxford,  but  he  did  not  care  for 
study,  and  left  the  University  after  a  short  time.  For  a  while 
he  studied  law  in  London,  but  he  soon  found  that  this  also  did 
not  interest  him.  He  had  been  born  just  at  the  time  of  the 
climax  of  the  Renaissance  in  England.  Less  than  a  century 
before  Columbus  had  discovered  America,  and  England  was 
just  waking  up  to  the  fact  there  was  room  in  the  Western 
World  for  her,  too,  as  well  as  for  Spain.  Up  to  this  period 
Spain  alone  had  been  to  the  fore;  the  treasures  of  the  West, 
adventures,  discoveries  and  conquests,  all  had  been  to  the 
credit  of  that  country.  Spain  was  then  to  Europe  what  Rus- 
sia was  five  years  ago — supposed  to  be  invulnerable,  invin- 
cible, unconquerable.  She  owned  and  governed  half  the  map 
of  Europe ;  there  was  no  limit  to  her  wealth  and  greatness, 
and  when  Raleigh  came  into  the  world  men  were  wondering 
how  long  it  would  be  before  Spain  attempted  to  add  the  "little 
jewel  of  England"  itself  to  her  ever-increasing  kingdom. 

Conquest  by  Spain  would  also  mean  Popery  and  Inquisi- 
tion, and  perhaps  yet  worse  evils  to  come ;  therefore  a  few  men 
in  England  tried  to  prepare  for  that  which  the)'  knew  must 
come  sooner  or  later,  and  which  did  come  at  length. 

It  was  this  spirit  of  patriotism,  added  to  a  wish  to  see  Spain's 
great  power  checked,  and  the  prevailing  desire  for  adven- 
ture and  new  worlds,  which  would  not  allow  Walter  Raleigh 
to  remain  long  inactive.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  crossed 
to  Flanders — a  gentleman  adventurer — and  he  took  up  the 
cause  of  the  Flemings  in  their  fight  for  faith  and  freedom. 
Later  Raleigh  fought  in  France,  but  he  was  still  too  near  home 
for  his  liking,  and,  in  1578,  lie  sailed  with  Sir  Humphrey  Gil- 
bert into  the  Far  West. 

Their  object  was  to  find  the  north-west  passage,  to  get 
round  North  America  by  Hudson  Bay ;  and  in  their  voyage 
they  discovered  Newfoundland,  the  first  English  possession 
over  seas.  Two  years  later  Raleigh  was  in  Ireland,  helping 
to  quell  a  rebellion  in  which  Spain  was  implicated,  and  he 
distinguished  himself  so  much  in  this  affair  that  he  was  sent 
to  the  Queen,  Elizabeth,  with  the  tidings  of  success.  Raleigh 
was  handsome,  a  wit  and  a  thorough  courtier,  and  Elizabeth 
soon  conceived  such  a  liking  for  him  that  she  insisted  upon 
his  remaining  at  Court  with  her.  In  her  reward  for  his  ser- 
vices in  Ireland  she  gave  him  an  estate  in  Ireland  of  40,000 
acres,  and  knighted  him  in  1584.  In  1585  he  was  appointed 
Lord  Warden  of  the  Stannaries,  and,  later  on,  Vice-Admiral 
of  Devon  and  Cornwall. 

But  even  these  preferments  did  not  content  Raleigh.  He 
longed  to  be  up  and  doing:  he  wished  to  see  the  world  and  to 
strike  a  blow  for  England.  Every  year  fresh  tales  were  told 
by  those  who  sailed  the  seas  of  the  wonders  to  be  met  with 
on  the  other  side  of  the  globe.  Drake  had  sailed  round  the 
world  in  1589,  every  seaman  could  tell  of  adventure  and  dis- 
covery, and  Raleigh,  filled  with  that  fever  which  was  the 
spirit  of  the  age,  tried  again  and  again  to  obtain  Elizabeth's 
permission  to  leave  the  Court.  It  was  all  in  vain  ;  the  Queen 
refused  to  allow  him  to  go  himself,  but  she  was  persuaded 
to  let  his  half-brother.  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  take  Raleigh's 
place,  and  sail  with  a  few  ships  to  the  Far  West. 

So  Gilbert  sailed  away  to  discover  and  possess  new  land ; 
but  he  was  locked  among  the  ice  of  Labrador,  and  nothing 
more  was  heard  of  him  and  his  gallant  fleet. 

Raleigh,  however,  was  still  undaunted,  and  he  sent  out 
three  expeditions  under  Sir  Richard  Grenville,  which,  how- 
ever, met  with  no  success.  Raleigh  persuaded  Elizabeth  to 
transfer  Gilbert's  commission  to  himself;  but  it  was  unavail- 
ing if  he  might  not  himself  command  the  expedition.  He 
still  dreamt  of  the  glory  which  might  be  his  in  building  up  a 
power  in  North  America  which  would  counterbalance  that 
of  Spain  in  the  South  ;  for  the  Spaniards'  hold  upon  the  coun- 
try was  growing  stronger  and  stronger,  she  was  gradually 
creeping  further  and  further  up  the  coast ;  and  Raleigh  knew 
the  sooner  the  limit  was  put  to  Spanish  growth  the  better  for 
all  civilization,  and  for  England.  Raleigh  was  an  idealist ; 
he  wished  to  carve  out  an  empire  and  a  fortune  for  himself: 


thinking  that  in  the  Xew  World  men  left  to  themselves 
would  develop  in  a  new  and  better  way  than  in  the  Old.  And 
though  he  did  not  himself  found  colonies  he  paved  the  way 
for  those  who  came  after  him  ;  his  example  urged  men  on  to 
accomplish  his  great  idea,  and  he  is,  therefore,  the  Founder 
of  Colonial  Empire,  the  first  great  Colonial  Expansionist  of 
Great  Britain. 

In  the  year  1 5S8  came  the  storm  he  had  predicted  in  the  ad- 
vent of  the  Armada.  Raleigh  built  and  manned  his  own  ves- 
sel, which  was  chosen  by  Effingham  to  be  his  flagship.  In 
1591  came  that  memorable  fight  between  "the  one  and  the 
fifty-three,"  when  Sir  Richard  Grenville,  with  his  little  Re- 
venge, dared  the  great  Spanish  fleet  at  Flores  in  the  Azores, 
and  probably  Raleigh  himself  was  the  first  to  lament  that  he 
had  not  been  there  with  that  hero-commander,  the  man  who 
fought  so  well  and  nobly  for  his  Queen  and  his  Faith,  and 
who  did  his  duty  "as  a  man  is  bound  to  do."  "What  became 
of  his  body,"  said  Raleigh,  "we  know  not,  but  the  comfort 
remaining  to  his  friends  is  that  he  hath  ended  his  life  honor- 
ably, and  that,  being  dead,  he  hath  not  outlived  his  own 
honour." 

A  few  years  after  this  event,  Raleigh,  offending  Her 
Majesty  by  marrying  a  maid-of-honour,  was  permitted  to  re- 
tire to  his  estate  in  Ireland,  and  immediately  set  about  pre- 
paring for  his  long-wished-for  project,  which  had  been  so 
long  delayed.  He  heard  of  an  imaginary  Spanish  settlement, 
Eldorado,  in  South  America,  which  "was  paved  with  silver 
and  all  divine  with  gold,"  and  he  decided  to  set  out  for  the 
city  and  its  treasure. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Orinoco  Raleigh  continued  his  way 
with  his  crew  in  ten  canoes ;  and  for  four  hundred  miles,  with 
very  few  provisions,  no  medicines  and  no  comforts,  the  little 
English  band  struggled  up  the  stream  into  the  unknown 
country  of  northern  South  America.  And  when  almost  in 
sight  of  Eldorado,  a  day's  march  only  from  the  gold  mines 
of  Venezuela,  Raleigh  and  his  men  were  forced  to  turn  back, 
weary  and  disappointed. 

Coming  home  they  fell  in  with  a  Spanish  treasure  galleon, 
and  the  half  million  of  gold  they  seized  made  up  for  a  great 
part  of  Raleigh's  losses. 

Meanwhile,  in  England,  changes  were  taking  place.  Eliza- 
beth had  died,  and  James  VI,  of  Scotland,  had  succeeded  her 
upon  the  English  throne.  Raleigh  had  many  enemies  at  court, 
and  James,  who  had  no  appreciation  for  such  a  man  as  this, 
was  persuaded  that  he  had  not  been  loyal  to  his  King  and  his 
country,  and  had  even  conspired  against  His  Majesty. 

Both  accusations  were  absolutely  false,  but  his  enemies  con- 
trived to  have  Raleigh  put  on  his  trial  for  treason ;  he  was 
found  guilty,  and  sent  to  the  Tower,  where  he  remained  in 
imprisonment  for  thirteen  years.  Nothing  but  his  great  per- 
sonal courage  could  have  sustained  Raleigh  through  those 
long  years;  but  he  made  up  his  mind  that  he  would  get  out 
some  day,  and  he  determined  to  live  on  until  that  day  came. 
Meanwhile,  he  wrote,  read,  studied  philosophy,  chemistry, 
everything  that  would  help  to  distract  his  mind.  When  thir- 
teen years  had  gone  by  James  discovered  that  he  wanted 
money,  so  he  offered  Raleigh  the  chance  of  going  to  El- 
dorado one  more  to  bring  home  the  loot  for  the  King's  purse. 
Raleigh  accepted  the  offer,  with  some  difficulty  got  a  crew  to- 
gether and  sailed  for  the  last  time.  At  the  mouth  of  the 
Orinoco,  Raleigh  stormed  and  took  the  town  of  St.  Thomas, 
thus  disobeying  the  express  command  of  the  King,  who  had 
declared  that  on  no  account  must  he  cross  swords  with  thf 
Spaniards. 

In  the  attack,  Raleigh  lost  his  only  son,  Walter,  and  fc. 
treasure,  he  and  his  crew  discovered  but  two  bars  of  gold. 
The  men,  disheartened  and  mutinous,  refused  to  proceed  any 
further,  and  once  more  Raleigh  was  obliged  to  return  home, 
his  mission  unfulfilled  and  his  promise  to  James  broken.  And, 
upon  his  arrival  in  England.  James,  partly  in  revenge  for  his 
unaccomplished  task  and  partly  to  please  the  Court  of  Spain, 
reminded  Raleigh  of  the  sentence  which  had  been  hanging 
over  him  for  thirteen  years,  sent  him  once  more  to  the  Tower, 
and  had  him  executed  upon  the  old  charge. 

His  was  a  mixed  character.  "He  is,"  said  one  writer,  "at 
once  the  glory  and  the  shame  of  English  manhood."  He  was 
the  best-known  of  the  Elizabethan  admirals,  a  born  leader  and 
pioneer,  the  first  to  point  the  way  across  the  seas  as  a  way  of 
colonisation.  He  was  the  first  of  the  band  of  gentlemen- 
adventurers;  he  lived  to  see  his  work  begun,  though  he  did 
not  carry  it  out  himself. 


THE  BRlTlSH-CALIFORNIAN. 


As  the  monument  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren  is  St.  Paul's 
itself,  so  the  monument  of  Raleigh  is  found  written  upon  the 
map  of  the  world  wherever  there  is  a  red  patch. 

In  1607  Captain  John  Smith  founded  a  colony  in  Virginia 
upon  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  lines;  in  1620  the  Mayflower 
landed  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  at  New  Plymouth,  and  eight  years 
later  another  colony  was  formed  at  Salem.  In  1630  Boston 
was  founded ;  and  so  the  tale  of  colonisation  went  on  until 
Georgia  sprang  into  existence  in  the  year  1733. 

And  the  foundation  stone  of  all  our  Colonial  Empire  was 
laid  by  Walter  Raleigh.  He  led  the  way  and  taught  English- 
men to  unfurl  their  flag  wherever  the  "wild  wind  blows" 
throughout  the  world. 

The  lean  white  bear  hath  seen  it, 
In  the  long,  long  Arctic  night, 
The  musk-ox  knows  the  standard 
That  flouts  the  Northern  Light. 


Never  was  isle  so  little, 

Never  was  sea  so  lone, 

But  over  the  scud  and  the  palm-trees 

A  British  flag  has  flown. 


Never  the  lotus  closes. 

Never  the  wild- fowl  wakes, 

But  a  soul  goes  out  on  the  East  Wind 

That  died  for  Britain's  sake — 

Man  or  woman  or  suckling, 

Mother  or  bride  or  maid — 

Because  on  the  bones  of  the  British 

The  British  flag  is  stayed. — Kipling. 

It  is  difficult  to  state  definitely  what  Raleigh  did.  He  knew 
that  in  the  country  where  Spain  held  the  upper  hand  Eng- 


BRITAIN  STILL  ENERGETIC. 

Great  Britain  does  not  mean  to  lose  grip  upon  world  com- 
merce by  any  failure  on  her  part  to  provide  either  great  ships 
or  great  seaports,  or,  it  may  also  be  added,  a  great  navy  to 
defend  both  the  ships  and  sea  ports  in  case  a  defense  emer- 
gency shall  arise.  It  is  the  rivalry  between  Britain  and  Ger- 
many in  the  construction  of  swift  and  mammoth  ocean  liners 
that  has  attracted  most  general  attention  in  recent  years.  In 
an  equivalent  ratio  to  the  energy  with  which  ship  construc- 
tion enterprises  have  been  pushed  has  been  the  steady  pur- 
pose to  widen  and  deepen  channels  and  to  develop  harbors 
on  the  part  of  the  two  European  powers  which  are  most  ac- 
tively struggling  for  first  place  in  the  ocean-carrying  trade. 

So  recently  as  January,  1894,  Manchester  completed,  at  a 
cost  of  $75,000,000,  the  ship  canal  which  made  way  for  the 
largest  ocean  vessels  to  reach  the  heart  of  the  city.  The  city 
of  Liverpool,  or  the  British  nation,  rather,  has  during  the  past 
fifty  years  spent  $200,000,000  in  constructing  docks,  piers  and 
the  widening  of  the  Mersey  estuary,  and  it  is  in  contempla- 
tion to  spend  $25,000,000  more  in  improving  the  port  of  Liv- 
erpoo  during  the  next  five  or  six  years.  It  is  the  port  of 
Dover,  the  ancient  port  located  on  the  narrowest  part  of  the 
English  channel,  that  is  the  latest  of  the  mammoth  harbor 
improvement  schemes  that  the  British  have  under  way  and 
approaching  completion. — Baltimore  American. 


THE  "INVENTION"  OF  BLUE  PAPER. 

A  woman  invented  blue  paper.  It  was  by  accident  that  she 
did  it.  Before  her  time  all  paper  was  white.  She  was  the  wife 
of  William  Eastes,  one  of  the  leading  paper  makers  of  Eng- 
land in  the  eighteenth  century.  In  passing  through  the  paper 
plant  one  day,  she  dropped  a  big  blue  bag  into  a  vat  of  pulp. 
Eastes  was  a  stern  chap,  and  so,  since  no  one  had  seen  the  ac- 
cident, Mrs.  Eastes  decided  to  say  nothing  about  it.  The 
paper  in  the  vat  which  should  have  been  white,  came  out  blue. 
The  workmen  were  mystified,  Eastes  enraged,  while  Mrs. 
Eastes  kept  quiet.  The  upshot  was  that  the  paper  was  sent 
to  London  marked  "damaged,"  to  be  sold  for  whatever  it 
would  bring. 

The  selling  agent  in  London  was  shrewd.  He  saw  that  this 
blue-tinted  paper  was  attractive.  He  declared  it  to  be  a  won- 
derful invention,  and  he  sold  it  off  quickly  at  double  the  white 
paper's  price.  Eastes  soon  received  an  order  for  more  of  the 
blue  paper — an  order  that  he  and  his  men  wasted  several  days 
in  trying  vainly  to  fill.  Then  Mrs.  Eastes  came  forward  and 
told  the  story  of  the  blue  cloth  bag.  There  was  no  difficulty 
after  that  in  making  blue  paper.  This  paper's  price  remained 
very  high,  Eastes  having  a  monopoly  in  making  it. 


land  would  do  well  to  stop  her  encroachments.  The  land 
good  enough  for  Spain  was  good  enough  for  Britain,  and  for 
this  end  Raleigh  toiled  all  his  life  long,  and  taught  his 
countrymen  to  go  whereever  the  sea  would  float  their  ships. 

He  saw  that  for  colonisation  was  needed  a  powerful  navy, 
and  it  was  through  his  influence,  and  from  his  time,  that  the 
British  Sea  Empire  began.  Then  Spain,  recognizing  a  dan- 
gerous enemy,  came  down  in  a  very  few  years  upon  the  little 
is'e  "set  in  a  silver  sea,"  and  that  was  when  the  Englishmen 
"found"  themselves.  Since  that  achievement,  when  the  great 
Armada  was  defeated,  Britain  has  been  called  the  "Mistress 
of  the  seas" — a  title  none  have  successfully  challenged  from 
that  moment  unto  this.  In  the  blood  of  our  heroes,  of  such 
men  as  Raleigh  and  those  who  followed  his  example,  we  have 
sown  the  seed  of  our  harvest  of  sovereignty.  "If  blood  be 
the  price  of  admiralty,  Lord  God,  we  have  bought  it  fair!" 
We  feel  the  truth  of  those  words  which  declare  that — 

Wind  may  not  breathe,  nor  wild  wave 
sweep, 

Where  rest  not  Britain's  dead. 

— Hemans. 

It  is  from  Raleigh's  time,  the  man  who  showed  England 
the  true  worth  of  a  navy,  that  the  flag  of  Britain  has  been 
foremost  among  all  flags  of  the  earth,  the  signal  of  Britain 
and  Britain's  greatness. 

What  is  the  Flag  of  Britain? 
Ye  have  but  the  seas  to  dare. 
Ye  have  but  the  waves  to  conquer, 
Go  forth!  for  it  is  there! — Kipling. 

THE  BEHEADING  STONE  AT  STIRLING. 
Just  outside  Stirling,  and  overlooking  the  picturesque  and 
fertile  valley  of  the  Forth,  there  stands  Mote-hill,  the  north- 
ernmost spur  of  the  Gowans,  and  a  place  possessing  many  his- 
toric associations.  At  one  time  it  was  a  fortified  Roman  post, 
and  even  now  traces  of  military  works  may  be  found.  But 
the  hills's  greatest  claim  to  fame  is  of  a  more  gruesome  nature, 
for  the  records  tell  us  that  it  was  the  place  of  execution  of 
many  notable  people. 

These  executions  were  carried  out  on  what  is  known  as 
the  Heading  or  Beheading  Stone.  This  remarkable  stone  is 
now  set  on  a  concrete  pedestal,  and  protected  by  an  iron  cage. 
It  is  31  inches  in  length  and  the  same  in  width,  with  rounded 
corners,  and  the  thickness  varies  from  10  inches  to  15  inches. 
It  is  conjectured  that  the  headman's  block  used  to  be  placed 
on  this  stone,  and  there  are  a  number  of  holes  in  it  which 
would  enable  a  block  to  be  fixed  thereto.  One  of  its  sides  is 
hollowed  out,  presumably  to  accommodate  the  breast  of  the 
victim  as  he  knelt  to  place  his  head  on  the  fatal  spot. 

On  Motehill,  in  1424,  James  I.  of  Scotland  caused  to  be 
executed  his  cousin  Murdoch,  Duke  of  Albany,  the  latter's 
sons,  Walter  and  Alexander,  and  the  aged  Earl  of  Lennox. 
It  is  to  this  tragedy  that  Sir  Walter  Scott  alludes  in  "The 
Lady  of  the  Lake,"  when  he  says : 

And  thou,  O  sad  and  fatal  mound  ; 

Thou  oft  hast  heard  the  death-axe  sound. 

As  on  the  noblest  of  the  land 

Fell  the  stern  headsman's  bloody  hand. 
For  the  protection  of  this  interesting  link  with  bygone 
times  the  public  are  mainly  indebted  to  the  Stirling  Natural 
History  and  Archaeological  Society,  at  whose  instance  it 
was  set  up  and  caged  in  and  handed  over  to  the  custody  of  the 
municipal  authorities. 

GEORGE  C.  KEMP,  O.  D.  (pickwick) 

ENGLISH  SCIENTIFIC  OPTICIAN 

WATCHMAKER  AND  JEWELER 

Has  resumed  business  and  is  now  re-established  at  459  Fillmore 
Street,  near  Oak,  with  improved  facilities  for  the  determination 
and  correction  of  all  errors  of  refraction.  Factory  on  the  prem- 
ises. Lenses  ground  with  mathematical  accuracy.  Glasses  both 
optically  and  anatomically  adjusted.  Open  evenings.  Sundays 
by  appointment. 

459  FILLMORE  STREET,  NEAR  OAK 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

FOR  15  YEARS  AT  2002  MARKET  STREET 


THE  BRITISH-CALIFORNIAN. 


"WHERE  THE  SUN  SETS." 

"Where  the  Sun  Sets"  is  a  congeries  of  good  things.  There 
is  a  pleasant  variety  of  themes  presented  in  these  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  pages  of  "Memories  from  other  Years 
and  Lands"— Mr.  Francis  Sinclair's  sub-title  to  his  latest 
hook.  It  is  a  wide,  wandering  and  thoughtful  muse  that  pre- 
sided over  the  selections  of  a  traveller  who  knows  the  isles  of 
the  western  seas  "from  Tahiti  to  Fiji  and  from  Tonga  to 
Hawaii."  Great  merit,  a  very  true  balance  between  dark  and 
bright  in  spiritual  moods,  and  a  sure  and  quiet  mastery  of 
expression  are  present  in  the  nine  stories  comprising  this 
hook. 

"Jacob  Busby."  "Shirley  Wold."  and  "Mary  Driver"  are 
stories  which  possess  both  pathos  and  passion  ;  descriptions 
of  scenery  or  places  are  delightful.  "Mist."  "Tanekai,"  and 
"A  Reminiscence  of  the  Old  South"  possess  local  color 
rather  than  plot,  for  it  is  the  atmosphere  which  charms;  Mr. 
Sinclair  having  not  only  travelled  extensively  through  the 
countries  he  describes  but  lived  for  several  years  in  them. 
"Mark  Wynyard's  Story"  is  a  strong,  solid  piece  of  work;  if 
Mr.  Sinclair  could  tell  us  how-  to  reach  that  valley  of  Arau- 
caca — would  that  its  like  were  more  common — we  feel  sure 
but  few  travellers  to  it  would  return  to  the  wider  world.  It 
is  the  longest  story  in  the  book;  to  our  mind  no  objection;  a 
large  theme  deserves  a  roomy  canvas.  "Where  the  Sun  Sets" 
is  also  the  title  of  the  initial  story  as  of  the  book.  It  is  weird 
and  uncanny.  It  dives  into  the  mysteries  of  Kahuna  Anaana 
or  Priest  enchantment  with  its  subtle,  inscrutable  facts. 
Facts  which  are  as  real  to  the  Pacific  islanders  as  are  Jumbies 
and  Obi  men  to  thousands  of  the  Negro  race.  Christian  civ- 
ilization has  done  a  good  deal  for  the-  islanders,  but,  as  Mr. 
Sinclair  tersely  sums  up,  "the  missionary  has  forgotten  or 
rather  never  learned  'That  it  takes  forty  generations  to  make 
the  wild  duck  tame. An  Idyll  of  the  South  Sea."  is  per- 
haps the  gem  of  the  collection.  The  by-ways  of  life  often 
have  a  fascination  denied  to  the  highroads,  and  in  Roke,  the 
heroine  of  a  distant,  lonely  Pacific  isle,  is  portrayed  the  power 
of  a  soul  which  proves 

"Thai  Faith  has  still  an  (  Hivct 
And  Love  a  Galilee." 

Mr.  Sinclair  claims  he  knows  well  the  island  world  of  the 
Pacific,  and  his  latest  work  substantiates  the  claim.  His  men 
and  women  move  and  speak,  weep  and  laugh,  hate  and  love, 
with  an  intensity *pf  life  which  makes  them  real  beings  of 
flesh  and  blood.  Furthermore.  Mr.  Sinclair  has  an  eye  for 
color  and  form,  and  loves  the  picturesque  and  beautiful.  He 
has  travelled  looking  eagerly  for  all  that  was  new  and  strange. 
These  stories  prove  he  has  the  gift  of  extracting  from  his 
subjects  much  that  is  suggestive  and  human,  and  sometimes 
much  that  is  lovely,  tender  and  charming.  In  these  days 
when  so  many  makers  of  books  are  either  hysterically  senti- 
mental, blasphemously  impious,  or  resort  to  the  sewers  of 
human  life  to  produce  their  nasty  novels,  their  corrupt  books 
bestial  in  implication,  it  is  good  to  the  taste  and  pleasant  to 
know  that  a  scholar  and  gentleman  can  describe  in  a  large 
and  fascinating  way  love  for  human  nature  and  love  for  that 
part  of  this  beautiful  world,  which  he  says  is  "a  dream  of 
romance  to  those  who  have  only  read  of  it,  and  a  memory 
which  never  fails  to  those  who  have  drifted  from  island  to 
island  on  its  azure  bosom  by  day  and  its  moonlit  waters  by 
night." 

It  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  so  pleasing  a  book  in  a 
brief  notice,  so,  it  only  remains  to  commend  Mr.  Sinclair's 
pages  to  the  reader  in  their  entirety.  Many  more  pretentious 
books  have  been  less  fascinating.  E.  E. 


"Where  the  Sun  Sets.''  by  Francis  Sinclair.  London: 
Low.  Marston  and  Company,  Ltd.,  15-A  Paternoster  Row. 


Sampson 


Of  military  salutes,  raising  the  right  hand  to  the  head  is 
generally  believed  to  have  originated  from  the  days  of  the 
tournament,  when  knights  filed  past  the  throne  of  the  Queen 
of  Beauty,  and,  by  the  way  of  compliment,  raised  their  hands 
to  their  brows  to  imply  that  her  beauty  was  too  dazzling  for 
inshaded  eye<  to  gaze  upon.  The  officer's  salute  with  a  sword 
has  a  double  meaning.  The  first  position,  with  the  hilt  op- 
posite the  lips,  is  a  repetition  of  the  crusader's  action  in  kiss- 
ing the  cross  hilt  of  his  sword  in  token  of  faith  and  fealty, 
while  lowering  the  point  afterwards  implied  either  submis- 
sion or  friendship,  meaning  in  either  case  that  it  is  no  longer 
necessarv  to  stand  on  emard. 


SAYS  OAKLAND  WILL  BE  METROPOLIS. 

While  the  doctrine  of  cause  and  effect  may  advantageously 
be  considered  in  most  of  the  relations  of  life  and  things  ma- 
terial, not  the  least  subject  to  which  the  study  of  it  may  be 
applied  are  the  causes  which  are  responsible  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  centers  of  population  and  of  their  DECAY,  no 
better  exemplification  of  the  operation  of  creating  causes  can 
he  cited  than  the  respective  growths  of  San  Francisco  and 
the  aggregation  of  cities,  towns  and  hamlets  under  different 
names  clustering  upon  the  eastern  shore  of  the  bay. 

Memories  of  the  not  distant  past  will  recall  the  incursion  of 
a  mighty  host  invading  a  vast  expanse  of  lands  primeval,  of 
little  use  to  supply  the  wants  of  man  other  than  the  cropping 
of  its  natural  grasses  until  the  advent  of  those  hurrying  hordes 
emerging  from  the  seas  with  ardent  purpose  to  ride  the  hith- 
erto hidden  treasures  of  the  neglected  land,  seeking  a  tempo- 
rary resting  place  of  easy  access  until  ascending  the  waterways 
which  bore  them  to  the  scenes  of  their  quest.  But  succeeding 
years  have  witnessed  a  signal  change  of  those  early  condi- 
tions now  passed  away.  The  untitled  lands  of  yore  now 
yield  a  plenteous  harvest  of  useful,  but  less  alluring,  products 
which  seek  transport  over  the  seas,  beckoning  the  winged 
messengers  of  commerce  to  approach  the  eastern  shore,  no 
longer  margined  by  untraversable  shallow  waters  but  incised 
by  a  channel  wide  and  deep,  leading  to  the  sheltered  waters 
of  an  inner  harbor,  to  be  expanded  by  docks  and  wharves 
unto  which  converge  iron  ways  of  travel,  to  feed  into 
them  the  abundant  tribute  of  the  soil  in  meet  companionship 
with  industrial  activities  which  thrive  on  level  space  reached 
by  those  iron  ways  by  water  side — prosaic,  but  mighty  ele- 
ments indeed,  tinseled  and  adorned  by  neighboring  sylvan 
scenes,  backed  by  mantling  hills,  whose  slopes  outlook  pros- 
pects fair,  of  rare  compare  of  land  and  sea — a  rare  combina- 
tion of  things  maritime,  industrial  and  residential,  from  which 
must  arise  the  metropolis  of  the  future,  born  on  the  eastern 
shore  of  San  Francisco  Bay; 

Oakland,  Cal.  G.  W.  McKEAND. 


SUCCESS  OF  A  BRITISH  ENTERPRISE. 

The  National  Tehuantepcc  Railway,  connecting  Coatza- 
coalcos,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  Salina  Cruz  on  the  Pa- 
cific Coast,  has  been  about  completed,  and  will  be  opened  for 
traffic  January  1st.  The  line  is  192  miles  long,  of  standard 
gauge,  and  equipped  with  modern  engines  and  cars  espe- 
cially adapted  to  the  loading  and  unloading  of  freight  from 
vessels. 

The  road  is  directly  connected  with  extensive  water  front 
terminals  at  either  end,  suitable  for  the  docking  of  ocean-go- 
ing vessels.  This  railroad  is  a  direct  competitor  of  the  Pan- 
ama railroad,  and,  within  certain  limits,  of  the  Panama  canal 
project  itself.  Practically  its  only  use  will  be  the  transmission 
of  freight.  For  commerce  originating  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
even  so  far  east  as  Florida,  this  route  offers  advantages  over 
the  Panama  railroad.  The  eastern  terminus  is  only  about 
850  miles  from  New  Orleans,  or  less  than  half  the  distance  of 
Colon.  Its  Pacific  terminal  also  is  correspondingly  nearer 
San  Francisco  and  other  northern  ports. 
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Burke's  Bass's  Ale 


Bottled  in  Liverpool  by  E.  &  J.  Burke,  from  Bass's 
finest  special  brew. 


Crosse  &  BlackwelPs 

Imported  direct  from 
UOOClS  England 

Dewar's  Scotch  Whiskey 

As  supplied  by  John  Dewar  6k  Sons  to  King  Edward 

' '  The  King  of  Whiskey  and  the  Whiskey  of  Kings. ' ' 

SHERWOOD  6  SHERWOOD,  Pacific  Coast  Agents 

Oakland     -     San  Francisco     -     Los  Angeles     -  Portland 


r 


THE  BRITISH-CALIFORNIAN. 


THE  QUEEN   OF  THE  WEST. 

A  CALIFORNIA  PARABLE. 
By  F.  Clifford  Harris. 
Where  the  breakers  roar  on  the  western  shore  was  the  glorious  Golden 
Gate, 

In  a  bounteous  land,  in  a  castle  grand,  liv'd  the  Queen  of  the  Golden 
State. 

She  was  brave  and  free  as  the  boundless  sea,  and  as  careless  of  her  sway, 
Till  the  fire-fiend  came  with  a  sword  of  flame  at  the  dawn  of  an  awful 
day. 

No  mortal  power  could  have  wrecked  her  bower  as  the  fire-fiend  did  that 
day; 

No  mortal  thought  could  imagine  aught  of  the  power  that  came  to  slay — 
With  relentless  force  he  held  on  his  course,  and  his  blade  grew  grimly 
red, 

And  its  lurid  light  told  the  world  that  night  that  the  Queen  of  the  West 
lay  dead. 

And  a  nation  sighed  for  her  fallen  pride,  and  the  daughter  she  loved  so 
well, 

Who  had  held  the  key  of  the  western  sea  and  a  country  where  brave 
hearts  dwell, 

Now  a  ghastly  scene  and  a  ruined  Queen  laid  low  by  catastrophe. 

And  the  broken  walls  of  her  castle  halls  were  all  there  was  left  to  see. 

But  the  western  slope  is  a  land  of  hope  ever  bright  as  her  starry  skies. 
And  the  Quenchless  fire  of  a  true  desire  still  glowed  in  her  people's  eyes. 
They  could  work  and  wait  by  the  Golden  Gate  with  a  spirit  that  naught 
could  quell, 

Till  a  blessing  great  came  upon  the  State  and  the  land  where  the  brave 
hearts  dwell. 

For  a  New  Queen  came  with  a  sweeter  name,  and  an  eye  that  was  clear 
and  bright. 

With  a  foot  secure,  and  a  heart  as  pure  as  her  raiment  of  spotless  white. 
With  a  firm  strong  hand  she  ruled  in  that  land  by  nature  and  all  men 
blest, 

Owned  far  and  wide  in  her  noble  pride  the  Queen  of  the  Golden  West. 

"CANADA  FOR  CANADIANS." 

The  Canadian  Congress  recently  held  its  annual  convention 
at  St.  John,  N.  15.  The  following  are  some  of  the  reasons 
given  by  a  prominent  official  of  the  National  Congress  why 
Canadian  workingmen  who  desire  to  organize  should  sever 
their  connection  with  the  international  unions : 

"All  Canadian  locals  of  international  unions  have  to  con- 
tribute  to  the  treasury  of  the  organization  in  the  United  States 
one-fourth,  and  in  some  cases,  one-third  of  the  monthly  dues. 

"They  must  obey  the  laws  laid  down  in  a  constitution  in 
the  making  of  which  they  have  little  or  no  voice. 

"When  a  general  strike  is  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing some  change  into  the  working  day,  Canadian  locals 
have  to  obey,  under  pain  of  suspension  or  revocation  of  their 
charter. 

"That  sending  money  to  the  United  States  helps  to  support 
a  lot  of  idle,  well-paid  agitators,  who  are  only  in  their  ele- 
ment when  making  trouble  between  employer  and  employee. 

"That  being  counselled  and  dictated  to  by  a  lot  of  outsiders 
who  have  no  interest  in  the  country  is  a  reflection  upon  the 
intelligence  and  initiative  of  the  Canadian  wage-worker." 

The  Canadian  national  movement  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
peaceful  settlement  of  trade  disputes,  believing  that  thereby 
the  best  interests  of  those  interested  are  conserved. 


BRITAIN  IS  PROSPEROUS. 

The  greatest  prosperity  prevails  throughout  Britain,  espe- 
cially in  the  manufacturing  centers  of  the  North  Country, 
while  Ireland  is  going  to  seed  as  a  result  of  the  application  of 
the  Loan  Bill.  Such  is  the  gist  of  an  entertaining  tale  un- 
folded by  Mr.  Howard  J.  Duncan,  barrister  of  Vancouver, 
who  has  just  returned  from  the  United  Kingdom.  While  in 
England  Mr.  Duncan  appeared  for  the  Attorney  General  of 
Canada  before  the  Privy  Council  in  the  appeal  of  the  province 
of  British  Columbia  in  the  Deadman's  Island  case.  Mr.  Dun- 
can spent  three  months  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

"Manufacturing  in  England  was  perhaps  never  so  well  de- 
veloped as  it  is  at  present,"  said  Mr.  Duncan  in  an  interview. 
"All  through  the  North  Country  the  prosperity  qf  the  people 
is  everywhere  evident.  The  rolling  mills,  the  shipyards,  and 
all  industries  employing  large  numbers  of  hands,  are  taxed 
to  their  utmost  capacity.  Great  changes  have  occurred  in  the 
ten  years  which  have  elapsed  since  I  last  visited  England. 
The  growth  and  development  of  the  country  is  simply  almost 
incredible.  Business  has  been  flowing  to  the  British  manu- 
facturer from  all  parts  of  the  earth.  The  steady  opening  up 
of  Africa  has  contributed  an  enormous  amount  of  business, 
and  the  great  development  of  South  Africa  in  recent  years 
has  turned  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  trade  into  English 
channels." 


LITTLE  KNOWN  LABRADOR. 

Labrador  has  till  recently  been  regarded  as  a  sort  of  "never, 
never  land,"  owing  to  the  inhospitality  of  the  climate  and 
the  rugged  nature  of  the  country,  but  the  320,000  square 
miles  of  the  peninsula  are  now  attracting  attention  by  reason 
of  its  forests  and  reputed  mineral  wealth,  and  Canada  is  ac- 
cordingly disputing  the  boundary  line  claimed  by  Newfound- 
land. The  coast  belongs  to  the  latter  country,  but  the  inte- 
rior— beyond  a  line  not  yet  definitely  located — belongs  to 
Canada.  In  1809  the  eastern  littoral  was  given  to  Newfound- 
land and  the  unknown  hinterland  to  Canada,  or  rather  to  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company.  As  laid  down  in  the  documents  the 
boundary  is  a  mistaken  one,  since  it  conflicts  with  an  express 
grant  of  the  coast  to  Newfoundland.  Negotiations  are  now 
in  progress  for  an  amicable  adjustment.  A  refusal  of  New- 
foundlanders to  pay  royalty  to  Quebec  for  timber  cut  at  Ham- 
ilton inlet  has  brought  differences  to  a  climax.  Accurate  sur- 
veys are  being  made  with  a  view  to  a  decision,  the  last  word 
being  with  the  privy  council  or  arbitrators  chosen  by  the 
London  Government.  At  some  points  Newfoundland's  claims 
extend  200  miles  inland,  but  Canada  will  not  concede  a  strip 
along  the  whole  coast  of  this  width.  The  latter  wants  an  out- 
let on  the  Atlantic  without  having  to  pass  through  a  coast- 
wise strip  owned  by  her  neighbor.  Forests  and  minerals — 
gold  particularly — are  thought  to  abound  in  the  disputed 
area.  It  will  not  surprise  the  Canadian  to  learn  that  he  has  a 
second  Klondike  in  Labrador. 
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EDITORIAL 


OUR  readers  have  our  best  wishes  for  a  happy  Christmas, 
and  health  and  prosperity  in  VJ07 — without  'quakes. 

TO  Mayor  Schmitz :  Your  chickens  (of  ill-will  to  others) 
are  coming  home  to  roost. 

LiY  the  construction  of  a  series  of  bridges  from  island  to 
island,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $18,600,000,  it  is  proposed  to 
connect  Vancouver  with  the  mainland  of  British  Columbia. 


IT  happened  that  it  was  on  Thanksgiving  Day  that  Hearst 
gave  out  the  news:    "I  will  never  again  be  a  candidate." 

And  the  whole  country  had  something  in  •  common  to  be 
thankful  for.  ===== 

A  local  clergyman  wants  to  know  what  they  would  do  to 
Christ  in  San  Francisco  were  He  to  appear — would  they 
crucify  Him?  Xo,  we  would  not  go  to  the  bother  of  that — 
unless  we  saw  a  chance  to  make  money  by  the  exhibition. 


THE  union  of  Canada  and  the  United  States  is  again  pre- 
dicted by  Goldwin  Smith,  who  frankly  confesses  that  it  is 
hardly  likely  he  "will  live  to  see  it."  Hardly,  indeed!  for 
Uncle  Sam  will  have  to  do  a  whole  lot  of  reforming  before 
the  healthy  young  fellow  to  the  north  takes  him  into  partner- 
ship. — 

THE  sad  news  is  chronicled  in  the  British  press  that  Mr. 
Joseph  Chamberlain,  the  champion  of  fair  trade,  is  seriously 
ill  at  his  home  in  Birmingham,  and  is  not  expected  to  ever 
regain  his  former  health.  Sympathy  will  go  out' to  him  from 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  for  next  to  the  King  he  is  proba- 
bly the  best  known  and  most  admired  Briton  living. 

GERMAXY'S  war  in  Africa  is  a  small  one  compared  with 
the  one  Britain  successfully  closed  there  recently — except  in 
cost.  In  the  Reichstag  the  other  day  a  supplementary  budget 
amounting  to  more  than  $7,300,000  was  introduced  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  campaign  in  German  Southwest  Africa, 
making  $26,500,000  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1907. 


IT  was  fitting  that  Father  Yorke  should  head  the  commit- 
tee that  welcomed  home  our  disgraced  Mayor,  and  that  he 
should  be  the  first  to  take  the  stump  in  defense  of  the  graft- 
ers. They  are  partly  creatures  of  his  creation,  politically 
speaking,  and  is  it  not  his  duty  to  stand  by  his  own  through 
thick  and  thin?  Then  again,  did  they  not  stand  by  him  when 
his  own  brother  was  before  the  bar  of  public  opinion  on  trial 
for  grafting?    Birds  of  a  feather  . 


A  RECENT  dispatch  from  London  states  that  a  floating 
workshop  for  repairing  war  craft  at  sea  is  being  completed 
at  Sunderland.  His  Majesty's  ship  Cyclops  is  a  remarkable- 
looking  vessel  of  11,000  tons  and  450  feet  long  and  fitted  with 
every  kind  of  shipbuilding  and  marine  engineering  machinery, 
all  of  which  will  be  run  by  electric  power.  Tn  order  that  she 
may  be  summoned  promptly  to  any  spot  where  her  services 
are  required,  the  ship  is  fitted  for  wireless  telegraphy.  Hith- 
erto the  greatest  secrecy  has  been  maintained  regarding  the 
Cyclops.  She  was  privately  launched  as  an  Indian  trader. 
Now  she  is  so  near  completion  that  secrecy  is  futile.  Her 
numerous  and  oddly  placed  smokestacks,  connected  with  the 
workshops  and  foundries  below,  and  her  many  cranes  give 
her  a  unique  appearance. 


MANY  emigrants  have  in  recent  years  been  induced  to 
go  to  the  colonies  and  the  United  States  by  false  representa- 
tions made  in  the  United  Kingdom.  At  the  request  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Labor  a  clause  has  been  added  to  the  Merchants'  and 
Shipping  bill,  now  before  the  Imperial  Parliament,  for  the 
punishment  of  any  person  who  may  be  found  guilty  of  that 
offense.  =========== 

AT  the  opening  of  the  third  session  of  the  tenth  Parlia- 
ment of  Canada  it  was  made  plain  that  the  Dominion  is  en- 
joying an  unprecedented  prosperity ;  harvests  have  been 
abundant,  trade  has  expanded,  immigration  increased  and 
revenue  grown.  Having  a  good  government  and  a  tolerable 
climate,  our  friends  in  the  north  should  be  the  happiest  people 
in  the  world.  ============ 

IS  it  merely  a  coincidence  or  truly  a  case  of  the  mills  of  the 
Gods  grinding  exceedingly  fine,  that  all  the  prominent  anti- 
Britishers  of  Boer  war  days  have  come  to  ignoble  ends?  In 
Europe  they  all  have  landed  in  jail  or  have  been  executed  for 
crimes,  while  locally  the  last  of  them,  Mayor  Schmitz,  stands 
disgraced  and  with  fair  prospects  of  ending  his  days  in  San 
Quentin.  ============= 

THE  British  pig-iron  industry  is  experiencing  a  decided 
"boom."  In  addition  to  an  unusually  healthy  home  demand, 
the  export  trade  has  increased  by  leaps  and  bounds.  From 
January  1  to  September  30  there  were  shipped  from  Middles- 
brough close  on  400,000  tons  of  British  pig-iron  to  Belgium. 
Holland  and  Germany,  and  the  bulk  was  for  the  last-named 
country.  America,  also,  has  imported  tens  of  thousands  of 
tons.  _______ 

IN  the  trial  of  Denicke,  the  guardsman  who  murdered  a 
citizen  on  San  Francisco's  water  front  at  the  time  of  the  great 
fire,  it  was  disclosed  by  evidence  that  the  unfortunate  vic- 
tim had  been  killed  by  a  "dum-dum"  bullet. 

W  hat  a  howl  of  protest  went  up  in  the  press  here,  when  the 
British  were  accused  of  using  dum-dum  bullets  against  the 
Boers  in  Africa !  And  here  is  proof  that  our  own  soldiery 
use  the  tabooed  missile,  and  not  a  word  of  comment  is  to  be 
seen  in  the  papers!  . 

IT  costs  $545  to  save  a  soul  in  Denver,  according  to  the 
computation  of  Rev.  Thomas  Uzzell  of  that  town.  Nobody 
has  had  the  courage  to  figure  up  what  it  costs  to  redeem  u ti- 
regenerate  San  Franciscans,  but  a  million  dollars  or  so  per 
head  would  perhaps  be  a  good  rough  guess.  Even  this  would 
not  be  too  high  a  price  if  the  sinners  brought  to  repentence 
would  only  stay  saved,  but,  alas!  back-sliding  is  here  the 
custom.  Christianity  is  the  one  thing  that  does  not  flourish  in 
our  glorious  climate.  _______ 

NOW  that  the  new  buildings  in  San  Francisco  are  attain- 
ing heights  of  several  stories,  the  city  begins  to  take  on  a 
semblance  of  its  former  self,  though  it  will  be  many  years, 
apparently,  before  the  burned  area  is  even  half  built  up  again. 
The  effects  of  the  greatest  conflagration  in  the  history  of  the 
world  are  not  to  be  easily  overcome,  but  considering  the  un- 
paralleled shortage  of  material  and  labor  and  the  great  costli- 
ness of  everything  in  the  building  line,  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  is  remarkable.  San  Franciscans  have  their  faults, 
but  clearly  lack  of  enterprise  and  of  pluck  are  not  among 
them.  ___________ 

THE  municipal  elections  in  England  indicate  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  voters  are  already  regretting  their  action  of  Jan- 
uary in  placing  the  affairs  of  the  country  so  completely  in  the 
untrained  hands  of  Liberals  and  Laborites.  Radicalism 
sounds  good  to  the  ear  and  reads  well  in  print  but  it  is  fraught 
with  grave  dangers  when  put  into  practice,  as  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  now  seem  to  realize.  At  the  best.  Radicalism 
is  class  legislation,  and  the  people  who  bear  the  burden  of  it 
are  becoming  dissatisfied.  After  a  fair  trial  of  "progressive" 
rule,  during  which,  it  is  contended,  taxes  were  increased  to 
abnormal  figures  in  consequence  of  huge  expenditures,  in- 
cluding palatial  workhouses,  Turkish  baths  for  workmen  who 
did  not  use  them,  clubhouses  and  other  similar  luxuries,  the 
Borough  Councils  are  once  more  great  strongholds  of  Tory- 
ism. 

Thus  the  pendulum  swings! 


THE  BRITISH-CALIFORNIAN. 


IT  is  not  a  case  of  "The  People  versus  The  Grafters," 
but  of  "Ireland  versus  Decency."  All  of  the  indicted  officials 
in  San  Francisco,  Schmitz,  Chief  of  Police  Dinan,  et  al.  are 
Irish  or  have  Irish  affiliations.  Not  products  of  the  Godless 
American  school,  please  note,  Father  Yorke,  but  of  your 
much  boosted  Catholic  schools — as  is  the  gas-pipe  thug  and 
murderer  Siemsen.  ^==z=^= 

THE  country  is  not  going  to  take  up  President  Roose- 
velt's recommendation  in  the  matter  of  "simplified  spelling" 
with  any  great  haste,  it  would  seem.  In  New  York  the  efforts 
of  William  H.  Maxwell,  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  to 
have  phonetic  spelling  introduced  in  the  public  schools  of 
Greater  New  York  were  defeated  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  The  vote  against  the  recommendation  for  the 
adoption  of  a  list  of  300  words  embodying  the  proposed  re- 
form, which  had  his  support,  was  overwhelming. 


SAID  Father  Yorke  at  the  pro-Schmitz  meeting:  "The 
Grand  Jury  has  been  prostituted  to  America  to  be  but  a  star 
chamber  as  it  was  in  England.  Your  California  Grand  Jury 
is  simply  a  star  chamber — the  institution  that  sent  millions  of 
immigrants  to  America.  Will  we  stand  that  which  roused 
our  forefathers?" 

Guess  you  will!  The  Grand  Jury  is  an  American  institu- 
tion and  a  mighty  good  one.  It  is  the  only  safeguard  the 
people  have.  It  is  unknown  in  England,  the  courts  there  not 
being  corruptible.  ===== 

THE  Bankers'  Magazine,  New  York,  chronicles  this  im- 
portant event:  "In  London  a  banking  combination  is  now  in 
progress  that  will  put  the  two  largest  New  York  banks  far  in 
the  background.  This  is  the  combination  of  the  biggest  of 
the  London  banks  and  one  that  ranks  thirteenth  on  the  list,  or 
the  Lloyds  Bank,  Limited,  and  the  Manchester  and  Liverpool 
District  Banking  Company,  Limited.  The  new  combined  Lon- 
don bank  will  be  the  largest  banking  institution  in  the  world' 
and  will  overshadow  even  the  big  government  banks,  like  the 
Bank  of  England  and  those  of  the  French,  German  and  Rus- 
sian nations."  ===== 

THE  movement  for  higher  pay  and  less  work  is  extending 
to  the  clergy,  apparently.  No  more  burning  of  the  midnight 
oil  wrestling  with  theological  problems  for  them ;  oil  costs 
money  these  days  and  Rockefeller  is  begrudged  the  revenue. 
Our  pastors  seem  to  have  come  to  an  understanding  to  tell 
just  what  they  know,  and  the  "up-to-date"  sermon,  therefore, 
is  precious  tiny.  Here  is  a  sample — Dr.  James  M.  Farrar's 
(Brooklyn,  N.  Y.)  discourse  on  the  great  subject  "Creation": 
"I  do  not  know  very  much  about  creation.  All  that  any 
one  knows  about  it  is  what  is  contained  in  the  Bible  and  what 
scientists  have  been  telling  us.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  was 
a  creation,  and  that  it  has  been  satisfactory." 

Honest,  at  least!  but  many  a  man  would  say  as  good  for 
less  than  $10,000  a  year. 

To  be  fair,  it  must  be  stated  that  the  new  fad  of  short 
sermons  is  not  confined  to  America.  Here  is  an  English  one 
that  beats  the  above : 

"Brethren,  love  one  another — consider  this." 


A  contemporary  does  not  like  what  British  Consul-Gen- 
eral Bennett  published  in  England  about  conditions  in  San 
Francisco,  seeming  to  take  the  view  that  nothing  not  of  a 
"boom"  nature  should  be  said  or  written  of  us.  To  give  us  a 
boost  in  our  present  up-hill  struggle  for  rehabilitation  were  a 
kindness,  indeed,  and  perhaps  the  proper  thing  to  do,  and  we 
are  sure  Mr.  Bennett  has  been  more  than  kind  in  this  respect. 
But  our  captious  neighbor  should  bear  in  mind  that  a  foreign 
consul  is  not  here  altogether  in  the  interest  of  this  country, 
and  that  his  duty  to  those  in  whose  service  he  is  requires  him 
in  cases  to  present  a  true  picture  of  things.  Interests  other 
than  ours  have  to  be  served  by  him,  and  as  long  as  the  truth  is 
not  distorted  in  his  reports,  there  is  no  just  cause  for  com- 
plaint. 

All  that  Mr.  Bennett  has  said  can  be  verified  by  the  files 
of  the  newspaper  referred  to,  and  much  more  information  of 
an  even  less  flattering  nature  be  gathered  therefrom. 

We  want  people  to  come  here — settlers  and  capitalists — 
but  we  want  no  victims  of  misrepresentation.  The  latter 
never  do  us  any  good  in  the  long  run.  They  soon  go  away 
disgusted  and  give  us  a  bad  name,  which  harms  us  more  than 
the  deception  benefited  us. 


NOW  that  San  Francisco  is  building  up  again  on  new  lines 
a  good  move  would  be  to  do  away  with  the  many  now  need- 
less "charities"  that  flourished  under  the  old  regime.  There 
is  no  occasion  to  dun  business  men  and  the  public  generally 
for  funds  to  support  sailor's  homes  and  club  houses,  firemen's 
and  policemen's  widows,  superannuated  school-teachers  and 
the  like.  Sailors  receive  princely  salaries  nowadays  and  have 
comparatively  easy  times,  and  they  can  well  afford  to  main- 
tain their  own  resorts  of  recreation  if  they  want  them.  Fire- 
men are  well  paid,  and  insurance  to  protect  their  families  is 
cheap;  better  let  them  spend  their  money  in  this  good  way 
than  in  ways  less  commendable.  Policemen  get  a  minimum 
of  $100  a  month,  and  much  in  addition  "comes  their  way,"  so 
they  are  as  capable  of  providing  for  the  future  as  the  average 
clerk.  The  same  applies  to  schoolteachers  and  other  classes 
who  seem  to  think  they  have  a  perpetual  claim  upon  the 
public. 

Cut  out  this  species  of  graft  along  with  the  rest! 


AS  the  result  of  the  friction  over  publishers'  privileges  in 
the  two  countries  the  Canadian  Government  has  notified  this 
Government  that  the  postal  convention  between  the  two 
countries  will  be  abrogated  on  May  7th  next.  The  notice  is 
accompanied  by  a  statement  that  it  is  only  in  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  second-class  matter  (newspapers)  that  this  action  is 
desired  to  extend,  and  that  if  by  legislation  or  departmental 
action  new  regulations  are  framed  for  the  guidance  of  the 
United  States  Postoffice  Department  regarding  second-class 
matter  Canada  will  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  negotiations 
for  another  convention  relating  to  this  class  matter. 

The  trouble  is  that  owing  to  the  immense  number  of  publi- 
cations in  this  country  and  the  imperfect  character  of  the 
means  of  prevention  there  are  many  United  States  publica- 
tions admitted  to  the  mail  in  Canada  which  would  not  be  al- 
lowed publishers'  price  if  published  in  that  country.  This 
fact,  coupled  with  the  published  statement  that  a  number 
have  been  excluded,  produces  friction  and  dissatisfaction. 

Canada  does  not  feel  justified  in  carrying  practically  free 
in  her  mails  such  "periodicals"  from  the  United  States  as 
palpably  are  nothing  other  than  trade  catalogues  and  adver- 
tisements for  "mail  order"  houses.  In  Canada  this  class  of 
publication,  pays  a  higher  postage  rate  than  newspapers  or 
magazines  (which  are  handled  at  a  loss)  hence  the  unfair  ad- 
vantage to  the  United  States  manufacturer  or  merchant  in 
the  Canadian  market. 

The  second-class  privilege  is  sadly  abused  in  this  country, 
too,  but  this  is  no  reason  why  Canada  should  not  seek  to  pro- 
tect herself.  — 

IT  must  not  be  assumed  that  Father  Yorke  never  hits  upon 
the  truth  nor  has  a  good  idea.  At  times  he  is  felicitous.  Take 
this,  elegant  saying,  for  instance :  "Nothing  could  be  so  de- 
spicable as  government  by  the  newspapers.  Can  you  imag- 
ine a  city  so  low  as  to  be  governed  by  a  Hearst,  a  De  Young 
or  a  Spreckels?  Hell's  stomach  would  turn  if  it  were  asked 
to  take  the  'Bulletin'  for  Mayor." 

We  are  not  as  familiar  with  the  state  of  Hell's  stomach  as 
ach  we  will  say  that  it  would  take  a  decided  turn.  Govern- 
ment by  the  filthy  and  venile  press  of  San  Francisco  would 
indeed  be  an  affliction  from  which  every  man  and  woman 
with  a  shred  of  self-respect  left  would  flee  in  horror.  Black 
as  the  indicted  grafters  may  be  they  are  angels  of  purity 
compared  to  the  blackmailing  and  hypocritical  editors  of  the 
big  dailies — sheets  which,  while  pretending  to  champion  civic 
virtue  and  private  morality  are  daily  "holding  up"  men  and 
institutions  for  money,  and  which  unblushingly  publish  the 
advertisements  of  public  prostitutes  and  such  flagrant  swin- 
dles and  grafting  schemes  as  the  local  lotteries  and  poolrooms 
— all  in  violation  of  the  law.  But  we  contend  that  it  should 
not  be  necessary  to  make  choice  between  government  by  the 
debased  press  and  boodling  Irish  politicians.  We  ask  that 
American  Decency  come  forward  and  take  the  reins. 


BOY  WANTED 

Wanted  for  light  office  work  in  Oakland,  good  intelli- 
gent boy,  British  or  Canadian,  13  to  16  years  of  age.  Ad- 
dress in  own  handwriting.  "H.  G.,"  care  of  British-Califor- 
nian,  .369  Twelfth  St.,  Oakland. 


THE  BRITISH-CALIFORNIAN. 


British  News  in  Brief 

Important  Events  not  Chronicled  in  the  Daily  Press 

A  complete  drainage  system  for  Ayr  has  been  completed 
at  a  cost  of  £90,000. 

Plans  are  being  discussed  for  a  great  Welsh  national  page- 
ant to  be  held  at  Cardiff  in  1908. 

The  Dreadnought,  it  is  stated,  has  been  selected  as  the 
flagship  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Home  Fleet. 

The  Clyde  shipbuilding  yards  have  this  year  turned  out  an 
exceptionally  large  number  of  vessels  for  South  American 
owners. 

David  Billington  has  lowered  the  half-mile  swimming  rec- 
ord of  the  world  at  Lady  well  Baths  from  11  min.  46  sec.  to 
11  min.  37  sec. 

Another  of  London's  old  churches  is  disappearing.  St. 
Paul's,  Great  Portland-street,  is  being  demolished  to  make 
room  for  a  new  concert  hall. 

Early  in  1907  the  long-expected  movement  of  the  Atlantic 
fleet  northward  to  Berehaven  is  to  be  carried  out,  so  that 
there  will  be  twenty-  four  battleships  in  commission  in  the 
fleets  in  home  waters. 

Mr.  John  Stainer,  of  Ryde,  who  has  entered  upon  his  100th 
year,  is  the  only  known  survivor  of  the  naval  battle  of  Nava- 
rino,  which  was  fought  in  1827. 

The  biggest  dahlia  the  world  has  ever  produced  was  on 
view  at  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society's  Show,  at  Vincent 
square,  Westminster,  recently.  It  was  just  a  fraction  under 
three  feet  in  circumference. 

The  Ulster  Liberal  Unionist  Association  has  issued  a  mani- 
festo making  it  absolutely  clear  that  the  Lister  Unionists 
will  never  submit  to  Home  Rule,  either  by  installments  or  in 
any  other  form. 

To  commemorate  the  700th  anniversary  of  the  incorporation 
of  Exeter  as  a  city,  a  carnival  was  held  there  on  October  4, 
when  a  series  of  tableaux,  representing  the  visits  of  Henry 
VII.,  Charles  II.,  William  III..  George  III.,  and  Queen  Vic- 
toria to  the  town,  were  presented. 

It  is  rumored  that  Lord  Kitchener  will,  on  the  expiration 
of  his  term  in  India,  proceed  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
place  the  land  forces  on  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  basis,  after- 
wards visiting  New  Zealand  and  Canada  with  a  similar  ob- 
ject. • 

The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  have  consented  to  visit 
Glasgow,  where  his  Royal  Highness  will  lay  the  memorial 
stone  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  which  is  being  re-erected  as  a 
Jubilee  memorial  to  Queen  Victoria  at  a  cost  of  £400,000. 

As  a  result  of  a  resolution  carried  in  April  at  a  conference 
of  Australian  State  Premiers  the  Agents-General  in  London 
have  formulated  a  scheme  for  the  holding  of  an  exhibition  in 
England  of  Australian  products  in  May. 

Mr.  William  S.  Bruce  and  the  Scottish  National  Antarctic 
Expedition  have  been  awarded  the  "Grand  Prix"  by  the  jury 
of  International  Exhibition  of  Oceanography  at  Marseilles 
for  their  Antarctic  exhibit.    A  "Diploma  de  Colla." 

The  movement,  successfully  inaugurated  three  years  ago 
at  Llangollen,  with  the  object  of  honoring  notable  Welsh 
personalities,  is  receiving  further  impetus  in  the  prepara- 
tions for  a  national  celebration  at  Llanfyllin  of  the  centenary 
of  the  renefwned  hymnologist.  Ann  Griffiths ;  while  at  the 
end  of  next  January  or  a  week  later,  the  memory  of  "Go- 
mer,"  the  famous  Welsh  preacher,  will  be  perpetuated. 

The  Yarmouth  Town  Council  have  resolved  to  seek  Par- 
liamentary powers  next  session  for  constructing  a  dock  on 
the  South  Denes  to  provide  additional  accommodation  for 
the  requirements  of  the  fishing  industry.  The  cost  is  esti- 
mated at  £75,000,  and  the  new  dock  will  have  an  area  of 
nine  acres,  sufficient  to  accommodate  250  more  vessels. 

The  thirty-five  Canadian  charered  banks  together  for  the 
month  of  September  shote  a  note  circulation  of  $77,209,346, 
which  is  an  increase  of  $7,000,000  over  the  August  returns. 
The  total  assets,  $899,494,394,  an  increase  of  nine  millions, 
and  total  liabilities  of  $730,136,124,  an  increase  of  over  $20,- 
000.000. 

The  Canadian  Government  has  decided  to  set  apart  $15,000 
as  prizes  in  the  public  competition  for  the  best  designs  for 
the  proposed  new  department  buildings  at  Ottawa.  Xone 
but  Canadians  will  be  allowed  to  compete,  and  the  designs 
must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  by 
February  15th  next.  The  first  prize  will  be  S8.000:  second 
$4,000;  third  $2,000.  and  fourth  $1,000. 


The  next  Olympian  Games  are  to  be  held  in  London.  The 
Olympia  councils  in  Europe  have  practically  come  to  that 
decision,  the  approximate  date  for  the  international  contests 
being  July.  1908.  It  is  stated  that  the  idea  of  holding  the 
games  in  Great  Britain  originated  from  a  chance  remark  of 
King  Edward,  who.  while  at  Athens,  watching  the  sports, 
said  to  Lord  Desborough  :  "I  should  like  to  see  these  games 
held  in  my  country." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  branch  of  the  Scottish  Ec- 
clesiological  Society  Mr.  Thomas  Ross,  the  architect  desig- 
nated by  Lord  Leven  to  carry  out  the  restoration  of  Holy- 
rood  Chapel,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  chapel  could  be 
restored,  although  apparently  some  of  his  professional  breth- 
ren thought  the  ruined  chapel  was  past  praying  for.  The 
£40,000  would  serve  to  make  the  fabric  wind  and  water 
tight,  but  the  vanished  choir  and  transept  would  not  be  re- 
built. The  furnishing  and  decoration  would  have  to  be  pro- 
vided otherwise. 

The  twenty-first  annual  meeting  of  the  Burns  Federation 
was  held  at  Kilmarnock  last  month.  There  was  a  large  at- 
tendance of  delegates.  Mr.  David  Murray.  Rector  of  Kil- 
marnock Academy  presided.  The  question  of  the  "Auld 
Brig"  of  Ayr  was  under  discussion,  and,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Jeffrey  Hunter,  Glasgow,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Federa- 
tion recommend  all  Burns  Clubs  and  Scottish  Societies 
throughout  the  world  to  support  a  scheme  for  its  preserva- 
tion, first  by  promoting  district  concerts;  second,  by  issuing 
subscription  sheets;  third,  by  appeals  at  anniversary  meet- 
ings; an  dfourth,  by  making  as  large  as  possible  a  donation 
from  the  club  funds  where  these  are  available. 

The  proposal  to  transmit  electricity  generated  at  the  Vic- 
toria Falls  to  Pretoria  and  Johannesburg  is  taking  shape,  and 
a  first  issue  of  capital  will,  it  is  said,  be  announced  within  the 
next  few  weeks.  The  distance  from  the  Falls  to  the  Rand 
as  the  crow  flies  is  600  miles,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  make 
deviations  that  will  increase  the  distance  to  be  covered  to 
nearly  700  miles.  The  extraordinary  pressure  of  150,000 
volts  is  proposed.  At  the  outset  provision  is  to  be  made  for 
30,000  horse-power,  but  this  may  be  increased  as  necessity 
arises. 

The  commemoration  of  the  eight  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  consecration  of  Ely  Cathedral  and  of  the  translation 
of  St.  Ttheldreda  drew  large  numbers  of  the  clergy  and  laity 
to  Ely.  Simeon,  whom  the  Conqueror  preferred  from  being 
Prior  of  Winchester  to  become  Abbot  of  Ely  when  in  his 
eighty-seventh  year,  was  inspired  to  commence  the  building 
of  the  great  church,  but  it  was  not  until  October  17,  1106, 
that  the  work  had  made  sufficient  progress  under  Abbot 
Richard. 

That  portion  of  the  valley  of  the  Ouseburn  separating  the 
city  of  Newcastle  from  the  suburban  districts  of  Heaton  and 
llyker  is  doomed  to  disappear.  The  ravine,  which  is  about 
some  1300  feet  wide  and  attaining  a  maximum  dept  of  120 
feet,  is  to  be  filled  up,  and  on  the  material  deposited  new 
roads  and  a  new  suburb  will  arise,  beneath  which  the  river 
is  to  be  carried  through  a  culvert  of  unparalleled  dimensions, 
constructed  of  Hennebique  ferro-concrete.  Probably  not  far 
short  of  five  million  cubic  yards  of  material  will  be  recpiired 
to  fill  up  the  valley.  Lack  of  communication  with  Heaton 
has  induced  the  Newcastle  city  authorities  to  undertake  this 
gigantic  task. 

The  Newfoundland  Legislature  will  meet  early  in  January 
tor  the  purpose  of  considering  the  American  fisheries  diffi- 
culty. This  is  nearly  two  months  prior  to  the  usual  time 
of  assembling.  The  Legislature  will  enact  measures  assert- 
ing the  colony's  authority  in  such  a  manner  that  the  imperial 
Cabinet  will  find  it  difficult  to  veto  them.  It  will  also  appeal 
to  Canada.  Australia,  and  South  Africa  to  support  the  colony 
in  insisting  upon  her  power  to  legislate  respecting  her  own 
people.  It  is  held  that  the  modus  vivendi  tramples  upon  this 
powc  . 

Sir  Richard  Tangye.  head  of  the  engineering  firm  of  Tan- 
gyes,  died  recently.  He  was  born  in  1833.  Tangyes  have 
establishments  in  London,  Birmingham,  Johannesburg,  Syd- 
ney, and  other  cities.  Sir  Richard,  with  his  brother,  George 
Tangye.  founded  the  Birmingham  Art  Gallery  and  Municipal 
School  of  Art.  His  hobby  was  the  collection  of  manuscripts, 
books,  and  other  relics  of  the  period  of  Cromwell  and  the 
Commonwealth.  He  wrote  several  books,  including  "Rem- 
iniscences of  Travel  in  Australia,  America,  and  Egypt,"  "The 
Growth  of  a  Great  Industry,"  and  "The  Two  Protectors." 
He  owned  estates  in  Surrev  and  Cornwall. 


THE  BRITISH-CALIFORNIAN. 


An  Anglo-French  Exposition  is  to  be  held  in  London  in 
1908 — a  materialization  of  the  "entente  cordiale." 

Ferreira,  the  leader  of  the  Boer  raid  from  German  South- 
west Africa  into  the  northern  part  of  Cape  Colony,  and  all  his 
followers,  were  captured  November  17th,  by  Colonial  patrols. 

At  Bulawayo,  several  hundred  miles  north  of  the  Trans- 
vaal on  the  Cape-to-Cairo  Railroad,  in  the  country  where 
Livingston  worked,  they  have  had  a  well-attended  agricul- 
tural fair. 

Stephenson's  old  "Invicta"  locomotive,  which  seventy  years 
ago  used  to  run  between  Canterbury  and  Whitstable,  was  for- 
mally unveiled  at  Canterbury  recently  by  Sir  David  Salo- 
mons, who  presented  this  interesting  railway  relic  to  the 
town  council. 

The  enormous  depth  of  4000  feet  has  been  reached  in  a 
mine  in  Great  Britain.  The  boring  is  supposed  to  be  the 
deepest  in  the  world,  and  lies  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cameran 
Ridge,  Fife.  At  that  distance  from  the  service  the  Dunferm- 
line splint  coal,  a  seam  of  solid  mineral,  has  been  probed. 
How  far  in  the  future  it  will  be  before  it  is  commercially  ex- 
pedient to  work  coal  at  such  a  depth  is  a  problem  which  only 
mining  engineers  can  solve. 

Comparing  boiler  explosions  in  England  and  the  United 
States,  Consul  Halstead  stated  that  during  the  twelve  months 
ending  June  30,  1905,  there  were  14  persons  killed  and  40  in- 
jured from  British  steam  plant  accidents;  in  the  United  States 
383  persons  killed  and  585  injured.  The  number  of  steam 
boilers  in  the  United  States  does  not  exceed  by  more  than 
50  per  cent  those  in  Great  Britain,  so  that  in  comparison  the 
actual  percentage  is  ten  times  as  great  in  the  United  States 
as  in  England. 

Visitors  to  the  Isle  of  Man  generally,  and  to  Ramsey  in  par- 
ticular, as  well  as  the  numerous  readers  of  Mr.  Hall  Caine's 
novels,  will  be  grieved  to  hear  of  the  death  of  the  occupant 
of  the  old  Manx  cottage  on  the  Ballure-road  to  Douglas,  near 
Ramsey,  who  was  the  original  of  the  popular  character  in 
"The  Manxman"  named  "Pete."  "Pete."  who  was  near  his 
seventieth  year,  was  a  remarkable  man.  lie  quoted  the  Bible 
extensively,  was  acquainted  with  most  standard  works,  and 
had  a  wide  knowledge  of  Manx  folk-lore,  traditions,  and  cus- 
toms. He  was  a  typical  Manxman  of  the  "old  school,"  of 
whom  very  few  are  now  remaining. 


According  to  the  annual  report  of  Lloyd's  Register  of  Ship- 
ping at  the  close  of  the  year  ended  June  30,  1906,  10,065  mer- 
chant vessels,  registering  over  19  million  tons  gross,  held 
classes  assigned  by  the  Committee  of  Lloyd's  Register.  Six 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  are  classed  as  "Brit- 
ish" and  3333  as  "foreign."  The  total  British  tonnage  is 
given  at  12,400,458,  and  the  foreign  at  6,658,904.  The  report 
says :  "The  yards  in  the  Clyde  district  were  found  generally 
well  employed.  Indeed,  there  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  com- 
mittee's visit  a  greater  amount  of  tonnage  being  built  on  the 
Clyde  under  the  inspection  of  the  Society's  Surveyors  than 
ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  society." 

According  to  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  a  gold  discovery  was 
made  during  the  past  summer  about  200  miles  from  London. 
Hitherto  the  secret  has  been  very  closely  guarded.  The  re- 
port made  by  the  engineers  declares  that  the  ore  vein  extends 
■from  eight  to  ten  miles,  with  a  width  of  from  six  to  fifteen 
feet.  The  engineers  have  no  doubt  it  is  of  great  depth.  The 
ore  is  identical  with  that  found  in  the  main  vein  of  the  Rand, 
and  the  prospects,  it  is  declared,  are  as  good  as  were  those  of 
the  Rand.  The  ore  averages  eighty  grains  to  the  ton.  A  syn- 
dicate has  been  formed  with  a  capital  of  £245.000  to  work  the 
find. 

In  Canada  all  the  rivers  belong  to  the  crown,  and  are  under 
the  immediate  supervision  of  the  government;  they  are  meas- 
ured and  meted  out  by  government  officials,  so  that  the  water 
right  is  as  good  as  the  land  title,  and  the  stipulated  supply  is 
guaranteed  with  both.  The  great  tract  to  be  irrigated  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  lies  in  southern  Alberta 
between  Calgary  and  Medicine  Hat.  It  is  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  in  length  and  forty  miles  in  width,  lying  between 
Red  Deer  River  on  the  north  and  the  Bow  River  on  the  south, 
and  through  its  very  center  runs  the  iron  way  of  the  Trans- 
continental Railway.  This  great  irrigation  block  is  the  largest 
individual  block  on  the  continent,  comprising  over  3,000,000 
of  acres,  ami  it  presents  the  happy  combination  of  irrigable 
and  non-irrigable  areas  in  desirable  proportions  for  grazing 
and  crops,  for  ordinary  and  intensive  farming.  In  laying  out 
this  undertaking,  the  block  has  been  subdivided  into  three 
main  divisions  of  eastern,  central,  and  western  sections,  con- 
taining about  1,000,000  acres  each.  The  irrigation  develop- 
ment is  beginning  with  the  western  section. 


WAKING  UP. 

Aliens  in  the  British  Mercantile  Marine: 

Officers,  600;  apprentices,  200;  sailors,  40,000. 

A  patriotic  plan  has  been  conceived  by  several  influential 
shipowners  under  the  auspices  of  the  Liverpool  Shipowners' 
Association,  by  which  it  is  hoped  to  rescue  the  British  Mer- 
cantile Service  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  foreigners. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  statement  at  the  head  of  this  arti- 
cle, there  are  over  40,000  aliens  employed  on  ships  flying  the 
British  flag.  One  of  the  reasons  given  for  the  employment  of 
alien  mariners  is  the  shortage  of  British  officers. 

Mr.  Bruce  Ismay  (White  Star),  Sir  Alfred  Jones  (Elder 
Dempster),  and  Mr.  Aubrey  Brocklebank,  and  many  other 
prominent  men  in  shipping  circles  are  about  to  acquire  a 
fleet  of  ten  sailing  ships  on  which  to  give  three  years'  training 
to  a  thousand  British  apprentices  with  a  view  to  fitting  them 
for  posts  as  officers  of  the  mercantile  marine. 

Special  instruction  in  navigation,  seamanship,  modern  lan- 
guages and  shipping  commerce  will  be  given  on  the  vessels, 
and  in  view  of  the  exceptional  training  the  Board  of  Trade  is 
to  be  asked  to  grant  certificates  of  second  officers  to  cadets 
who  pass  examinations  in  three  years  instead  of  four  as  at 
present. 

The  several  shipping  companies  concerned  will  then  give 
preference  to  young  officers  so  trained.  It  is  intended  to  take 
only  the  better  class  of  British  youths. 

The  promoters  of  the  scheme  are  also  engaging  in  a  plan 
for  training  boys  for  the  forecastle  to  oust  the  40,000  foreign 
sailors  on  British  ships. 


Finniker — Did  you  receive  many  Christmas  cards,  Miss 
Fairhair  ? 

Miss  Fairhair — Oh,  yes;  and  there  was  one  particulaily 
dainty  and  artistic.   I  am  sure  it  came  from  you. 
Finniker  (delighted) — Indeed!    What  makes  you  think  so? 
Miss  Fairhair — Because  I  sent  it  to  vou  last  Christmas. 


SPEND  YOUR  CHRISTMAS 
HOLIDAYS  AT 

Hotel  Del  Monte 


*  BY  THE  SEA  * 

*  * 

*  NEAR  OLD  MONTEREY  * 

-fc  The  Weather  there  is  delightful  at  this  season.     No  * 

*  wind,  no  dust;  lots  of  sunshine;  automobiling  over  * 

*  oiled  roads.     Through  parlor  car,  direct  to  Hotel, 

leaves  San  Francisco  every  afternoon  at  3  o'clock,  ^ 

^  arriving  at  Hotel  in  lime  for  dinner,  also  every  ^ 

-K  morning  at  &  o'clock  * 

*  SPECIAL  WEEK-END  RATES  * 

*  ,  * 

+  Friday  to  Tuesday,  including  two  days'  boara  at  ^ 

-K  the  Hotel,  $10.00.     For  further  details,  address  * 

-K  * 

*  * 

*  GEO.  P.  SNELL,   Manager  * 

*  DEL  MONTE  :  :  CALIFORNIA  * 

*  * 
**************  *********** 
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FAMOUS  AMERICAN  WELSHMEN. 

A  glance  back  over  American  history  shows  that  our 
famous  Welshmen  can  be  arranged  in  four  groups:  the  men 
of  daring,  of  business  enterprise,  of  song,  and  of  social  re- 
form. The  first  of  the  men  of  daring  was  Lewis,  of  the  noted 
Lewis  and  Clarke  expedition,  which  opened  up  the  way  to 
the  vast  Northwest.  The  second  was  a  strong-armed  preacher 
named  Isaac  Owen,  who  went  to  California  with  the  Forty- 
N'iners  and  fought-single-handed  for  morality  against  a  horde 
of  gamblers  and  desperadoes.  During  the  Civil  War,  one  of 
the  four  or  five  names  that  shone  above  all  others  was  a 
Welsh  one — General  George  Henry  Thomas,  the  hero  of 
Chickamauga.  It  has  frequently  been  said  that  General 
Thomas  saw  more  active  and  continuous  service  than  any 
other  officer  of  his  age  and  rank  in  the  entire  army.  Henry 
M.  Stanley,  too,  the  greatest  of  all  modern  explorers,  was 
born  in  Wales.  No  one  ever  had  a  worse  start  on  the  road 
to  fame  than  he.  The  well-known  story  of  his  adventures 
and  his  amazing  success  has  become  one  of  our  national 
epics,  and  will  always  remain  a  source  of  especial  pride  to  his 
countrymen. 

Under  the  head  of  business  enterprise,  we  begin  with  Oliver 
Evans,  who  might  appropriately  be  called  the  Watt  of  Amer- 
ica. He  shares  with  Fitch  and  Fulton  the  honor  of  inventing 
steamships.  In  1X40  David  Thomas  came  over  and  became 
the  "father  of  the  American  iron  business."  To  put  even  into 
dollars  and  cents  the  debt  that  the  L'nited  States  owes  to 
David  Thomas  would  be  impossible.  There  were  two  mem- 
bers of  the  wide-spread  Roberts  family  who  stood  among  the 
railway  kings  of  the  last  generation — Marshall  Owen  Rob- 
erts, who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Erie,  Lackawanna, 
and  Texas  Pacific  railroads,  and  George  B.  Roberts,  who  was 
for  many  years  president  of  the  Pennsylvania. 

Among  the  many  singers  we  may  mention  two  only  as 
typical  of  the  Welsh  bards.  The  first  is  John  R.  Thomas, 
who  was  well-known  as  a  song-writer  and  singer  half  a  cen- 
tury ago.  His  "Beautiful  Isle  of  the  Sea"  and  "  'Tis  but  a 
Little  Faded  Flower"  have  taken  their  place  among  the  old 
songs  that  never  lose  their  sweetness.  And  the  second  is 
John  Edwards,  "the  nightingale  of  the  Twrch."  For  fully 
fifty  years  Mr.  Edwards  delighted  his  fellow  Welshmen  by 
an  outpouring  of  prose  and  poetry,  written  in  his  little  rose- 
covered  cottage  at  Rome,  New  York. 

Coming  to  the  men  who  have  rendered  social  service  in 
various  ways,  we  find  that  the  first  great  social  reformer — the 
man,  in  fact,  who  originated  the  word  "socialism" — was  the 
Welshman,  Robert  Owen,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1832.  He  and  his  son,  Robert  Dale  Owen,  were  among  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  that  belief  which  is  now  becoming  so  uni- 
versal— that  a  nation  is  in  reality  one  great  family,  and  ought 
to  act  as  such  in  all  its  industrial  and  political  affairs. 

The  first  American  labour  and  reform  newspaper,  "The 
Workingman's  Advocate,"  was  founded  by  two  Welsh 
brothers,  George  H.  and  Frederick  W.  Evans,  who  held  views 
very  similar  to  these  advocated  by  the  followers  of  Henry 
George.  Two  other  eminent  Americans  who  were  of  Welsh 
descent  were  William  H.  Seward,  the  uncompromising  states- 
man of  the  Civil  War  period,  and  Judge  Noah  Davis,  who 
dared  to  send  Boss  Tweed  to  jail  as  a  common  criminal. — 
"Welshmen  in  America,"  by  Herbert  N.  Casson,  in  Munsey's 
Magazine. 

The  Hibernia  Saving's 
and  Loan  Society 

INCORPORATED  AUG.  12,  1859 

Prcsidcn  JAMES  R.  KEU.V 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  R.  M.  TOBIN 

Attorneys  TOBIN  &  TOBIN 

DEPOSITS  RECEIVED  FROM  ONE  DOLLAR  UP 

Loans  Made  on  Security  of  Real  Estate  in  City  and  County 

Hibernia  Bank  Building 

Corner  Jones  and  McAllister  Streets,  San  Francisco 


PARAGRAPHS  OF  INTEREST. 

A  bronze  statue  to  the  late  Marquis  of  Salisbury  was  re- 
cently unveiled  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  in  the  presence  of 
the  dead  statesman's  relatives  and  fellow-townsmen  at  Hat- 
field. 

Designed  to  pass  over  the  shallows  of  the  great  South 
American  rivers,  two  steel  sailing  barges  of  large  capacity — 
the  Asia  and  the  American,  recently  built  on  the  Clyde — are 
now  being  loaded  with  coal  at  Cardiff. 

Australia  and  California  produce  the  biggest  trees  on  earth, 
and  each  claims  the  record  in  this  connection.  Several  Eng- 
lish journalists  make  reference  to  the  statement,  made  a  little 
while  ago  in  "The  Argus,"  of  Sir  Reginald  Talbot  christening 
a  huge  eucalyptus  "King  Edward  the  Seventh."  This  mon- 
arch of  the  forest  has  a  girth  of  87  feet  at  its  base.  A  tablet, 
proclaiming  its  royal  dedication,  has  beert  attached  to  this 
gigantic  gum  tree. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Coast  Erosion 
some  interesting  evidence  as  to  the  freaks  of  the  ocean  was 
given.  One  witness  stated  that  surveys  in  various  counties 
showed  that  there  had  been  an  actual  practical  addition  of 
30,000  odd  acres  to  the  rateable  area  of  Great  Britain.  There 
was  a  loss  to  the  land  of  374  acres  in  Sussex,  principally  at 
Hastings  and  along  the  coast  between  Worthing  and  Hove 
and  Beachy  Head;  while  there  was  a  gain  of  1018  acres, 
chiefly  between  Littlehampton  and  Worthing. 

In  Kersal  Cell,  Manchester,  England,  once  lived  the  poet 
John  Byrom  and  there  it  was  he  wrote  "Christians.  Awake!" 
a  hymn  which  probably  possesses  a  popularity  far  beyond 
any  other.  The  Cell  was  originally  built  in  1300,  and  served 
as  a  Franciscan  Monastery.  The  present  building  was 
erected  from  its  ruins  about  1600,  and  here  John  Byrom  was 
born  in  1691.  He  died  in  1763,  and  was  buried  in  the  Cathe- 
dral of  Manchester.  The  poem  was  not  discovered  till  the 
death  of  his  daughter,  Elizabeth,  when  it  was  found  in  one 
of  the  pockets  of  her  dress. 

What  promises  to  be  a  new  departure  in  the  flax  industry  is  a 
new  process  of  retting  the  fibre,  which  has  been  patented  by 
Messrs.  Rogers  and  Whitehead.  By  this  process  all  the  farm- 
er has  to  do  is  to  grow  the  flax,  and  he  is  relieved  of  all  future 
treatment.  The  firm  mentioned  have  commenced  operations 
in  South  Melbourne,  and  are  offering  £3  per  ton  for  good 
flax,  without  seed,  in  the  stack.  By  the  new  process  the  flax 
can  be  retted,  and  ready  for  the  mills  within  the  hour.  The 
demand  for  flax  is  a  large  one,  and  the  crop  at  the  price  men- 
tioned would  be  a  fairly  profitable  one  to  the  grower. 

Canada  is  larger  than  the  United  States  by  250,000  square 
miles.  Canada  contains  one-third  of  the  area  of  the  British 
Empire.  Canada  extends  over  twenty  degrees  of  latitude — 
from  Rome  to  the  North  Pole.  Canada  is  as  large  as  thirty 
United  Kingdoms.  Canada  is  as  large  as  eighteen  Germanys, 
twenty  Spains,  thirty-three  Italvs.  Canada  is  larger  than  Aus- 
tralia and  twice  the  size  of  British  India.  Canada  has  a  bound- 
ary line  of  3000  miles  between  it  and  the  United  States.  Can- 
ada's sea  coast  equals  half  the  earth's  circumference.  Canada 
is  3500  miles  wide,  and  1400  miles  from  south  to  north. 

Still  standing  among  a  wilderness  of  trees  and  undergrowth, 
near  Mitcham,  in  Surrey,  England,  is  to  be  seen  the  old  house 
in  which  "Robinson  Crusoe"  saw  the  light.  Here,  also,  the 
creator  of  youths'  favorite  work  of  fiction  wrote  various 
pamphlets  which  brought  him  into  bad  odor  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  James  II.,  and  it  was  from  this  house  also  that  Defoe 
sallied  forth  to  join  Monmouth's  ill-starred  enterprise.  That 
he  escaped  punishment  for  his  disloyalty  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
he  was  regarded  as  too  obscure  to  serve  as  an  example  "pour 
encourager  les  autres,"  and  he  was  permitted  to  live  on  in 
undisturbed  seclusion  in  his  picturesque  home. 
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CONDITIONS  IN  INDIA. 

THE  Cosmopolitan  Magazine  makes  a  leading  feature  of 
Chas.  Russell's  article  on  "India's  Curse,"  said  by  the  pub- 
lishers to  be  "a  true-story  recital  of  the  condition  of  things  in 
a  place  where  charm,  and  ignorance,  and  wonder-things,  and 
grovelling  poverty  live  beneath  the  rule  of  an  indifferent, 
polo-playing,  pony-racing  empire." 

No  doubt  some  of  the  things  which  Mr.  Russell  witnessed 
seemed  awful  to  his  western  senses,  but  it  does  not  follow 
that  the  evils  were  attributable  to  "indifferent"  rulers. 

Conditions  in  India  are  not  easily  understood  by  one  who 
has  never  lived  there,  but  some  light  is  thrown  upon  the  situ- 
ation in  the  following  remarks,  which  are  taken  from  an  ad- 
dress recently  delivered  by  Consul-General  Bennett  before 
the  British  and  American  Union  of  San  Francisco : 

Who  are  meant  by  the  "Natives?"  Do  you  mean  the  Shans, 
the  Bhils,  the  Pathans,  the  Hindustanis,  the  Punjabs  or  the 
hundred  and  one  other  races  which  inhabit  P>ritish  India? 
There  is  no  native  race  in  India.  India  is  a  congeries  of  nations. 
There  are,  without  counting  dialects,  78  different  languages 
in  India.  From  the  earliest  times  the  different  nations  of 
India  have  been  engaged  in  intertribal  warfare,  usually  car- 
ried on  in  the  name  of  religion,  and  again  and  again  the  whole 
country  has  been  desolated.  They  all  hate  one  another  cor- 
dially, and  nothing  keeps  them  from  doing  it  again  but  the 
power  of  the  British  flag.  The  government  of  India  is  an 
autocratic  one,  giving  a  very  large  measure  of  freedom  to  its 
inhabitants  within  certain  definite  limits,  and  securing  an  ab- 
solute certainty  of  justice.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  errors 
do  not  occur  from  time  to  time,  but  I  do  say  emphatically 
that  the  government  of  India,  which  is  administered  by  the 
members  of  the  Indian  Civil  Service,  is  the  best  and  the  purest 
to  which  native  races  have  ever  been  subjected.  The  Indian 
Civil  Service  is  the  model  to  which  all  colonial  governments 
aspire,  and  it  is  one  which  has  never  been  equalled,  certainly 
never  surpassed,  in  any  part  of  the  world.  In  India  there  is, 
as  is  the  case  wherever  the  British  flag  flies,  equal  justice  for 
the  black,  the  brown  and  the  yellow  man,  without  distinction 
of  race,  caste  or  religion. 

It  is  difficult  to  prove  such  a  statement  except  by  induction, 
but  T  would  ask  you  to  remember  that  an  enormous  emigra- 
tion takes  place  from  India  every  year,  that  thousands  go  to 
the  East  and  West  Indies,  to  South  Africa,  and  especially  to 
Natal,  that  they  go  out  poor  and  come  home  rich.  In  Mauri- 
tius there  are  200,000  of  them  and  they  own  one-third  of  the 
island.  For  ten  years  I  was  in  charge  in  the  East  Indies  of 
the  interests  of  22,000  Indian  coolies.  Many  of  them  settle  in 
the  land  of  their  adoption,  but  the  greater  part  return  to  In- 
dia. And  I  ask  you,  would  they  do  this  if  they  had  been  ill- 
treated  at  home? 

The  total  area  of  British  India  is  about  1,700,000  square 
miles,  or  a  little  more  than  half  the  size  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  population  in  1891  was  297.000.000.  In  1881  it  was 
about  8,000,000  less,  an  increase  of  8.000,000  in  ten  years 
without  taking  into  account  loss  from  emigration.  Does  not 
look  like  wholesale  extermination,  does  it? 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  fifty  years  ago  there  was  no 
daily  telegraph  to  India,  and  there  were  no  daily  papers. 
What  happened  then  in  India  was  unknown  in  London 
months  afterwards.  Now  the  Indian  event  of  to-day  is  known 
all  over  the  world  in  a  few  hours.  There  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  where  one  native  dies  to-day  of  famine  ten  or 
twenty  died  fifty  years  ago. 

It  must  not  be  assumed  from  this  fact  that  the  grievous 
mortality  which  does  actually  now  occur  is  viewed  with  indif- 
ference by  the  Indian  government.  You  will  see  that  a  sum 
of  over  two  million  sterling  is  inserted  every  year  in  the  In- 
dian budget  for  famine  expenses.  In  1891,  the  year  of  the 
great  famine,  which  affected  85,000,000  people,  £17,000,000 
were  expended  on  relief  works;  The  great  difficulty  is  in 
finding,  not  food — for  there  is  food  in  plenty — but  food  that 
they  will  eat.  A  grain-eating  people  will  starve  rather  than 
lose  caste  by  eating  meat.  They  will  starve  in  the  midst  of 
plenty.   , 

Moscow  manufacturers  complain  of  great  stagnation  in  the 
textile  trade,  which  the)-  ascribe  partly  to  famine  in  Russia 
and  partly  to  successful  competition  by  British  firms  in  Sibe- 
ria owing  to  the  existence  of  the  free  port  of  Vladivostok. — 
Novoe  Vremya,  St.  Petersburg. 


GUN  TRIALS  ON  THE  "DREADNOUGHT." 

So  great  has  been  the  interest  aroused  in  the  "Dread- 
nought," that  our  recent  article  upon  this  ship  would  be  in- 
complete without  some  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  she 
behaved  under  the  very  severe  gun  trials  to  which  she  was  re- 
cently subjected.  These  trials  are  of  special  interest  to  the 
naval  constructor  and  the  ordnance  expert;  for  the  former 
has  freely  predicted  that  when  the  ship  came  to  trial,  it  would 
be  found  that  too  much  had  been  attempted,  and  that  the  wide 
arcs  of  training  through  which  it  was  claimed  the  12-inch 
guns  could  be  used,  would  have  to  be  reduced,  unless  the  ship 
were  to  be  badly  wrecked  by  the  concussion  and  blast.  It 
Father  Yorke  appears  to  be,  but  speaking  for  our  own  stom- 
was  freely  asserted  that  the  designed  end-on  fire  of  six  12- 
inch  guns  could  never  be  realized,  for  the  reason  that  the  blast 
would  be  certain  to  distort  the  framing  of  the  decks  and  ver- 
tical bulkhead  forming  the  embrasures  through  which  the 
guns,  when  trained  dead  ahead,  would  have  to  be  fired;  and 
instances  were  quoted  where  serious  damage  of  this  character 
had  resulted  to  ships  both  of  our  own  and  the  British  navy. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  scantling  of  the  "Dreadnought,"  in 
those  portions  of  the  deck  and  superstructure  that  would  be 
exposed  to  the  blast,  had  been  built  of  heavier  section  and 
weights  to  meet  the  resulting  stresses;  and  after  the  gun 
trials,  careful  examination  revealed  no  material  injury  to  the 
ship.  Eight  of  the  guns  were  fired  simultaneously  on  both 
sides  of  the  ship,  the  guns  being  all  laid  at  the  maximum  ele- 
vation of  a  little  over  30  degrees.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
aggregate  energy  of  the  broadside  was  384,000  foot  tons,  or 
sufficient  to  raise  the  "Dreadnought"  bodily  21  feet  into  the 
air,  the  roll  of  the  ship  under  this  heavy  recoil  is  said  to  have 
been  very  slight.  The  forward  pair  of  guns  on  the  forecastle, 
and  each  pair  of  guns  in  the  two  turrets  on  the  broadside, 
were  fired  simultaneously  dead  ahead,  and  each  pair  of  guns 
in  all  the  barbettes  was  fired  on  various  bearings  through  its 
own  arc  of  training;  but  no  structural  defect  was  revealed. 
Similarly,  each  of  the  guns  was  fired  at  various  degrees  of 
elevation  and  depression  with  satisfactory  results.  As  the  re- 
sult of  the  trials,  it  was  considered  by  the  trial  board  that  the 
whole  of  the  ten  12-inch  guns  for  broadside,  and  the  six  12- 
inch  guns  below  for  bow  and  stern  fire,  can  be  used  effectively 
in  any  position. — Scientific  American. 


A  NEW  BRITISH  5-INCH  FIELD  GUN. 

During  the  recent  British  military  maneuvers,  experiments 
have  been  carried  out  with  a  new  type  of  mobile  field  gun. 
The  caliber  of  this  new  weapon  is  five  inches,  and  it  is  in- 
tended to  supercede  the  4.7-inch  arm  at  present  extensively 
employed  in  the  British  army.  This  new  gun,  which  has 
been  evolved  by  the  military  ordnance  department,  possesses 
several  distinctive  features,  which  render  it  a  formidable 
field  weapon,  though  it  is  more  essentially  a  gun  of  "position" 
rather  than  what  is  generally  understood  as  a  "field"  gun.  It 
is  sighted  up  to  Sy2  miles,  which  is  a  greater  range  than  has 
hitherto  been  the  practice  in  military  operations,  and  it  dis- 
charges a  60-pound  shell  as  compared  with  the  45-pound  shell 
fired  by  the  4.7-inch  weapon.  Furthermore,  it  has  a  greater 
rapidity  of  fire,  and  is  so  constructed  as  to  be  extremely  mo- 
bile, and  easy  to  operate  in  the  field.  The  weapon  has  been 
subjected  to  severe  tests  under  conditions  as  near  as  possible 
to  those  experienced  in  actual  warfare,  and  owing  to  its  com- 
plete success  and  formidable  nature,  it  has  been  decided  to 
arm  the  service  with  it. 


WHY  NOT  DRINK 

English  Ale  and  Porter? 

BURNELL'S 

Is  equally  as  good  as  that  which  you 
got  in  the  old  couutry.  You  can  order 
a  single  case  delivered  to  your  home 

BURNELL  &  CO. 

Telephone  Park  548  1009  Golden  Gate  Ave.,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Til  E  I  i  K I T1SH-CA  LI  FORN I  AN. 


Directory  of  British  Societies. 


BRITISH      BENEVOLENT      SOCIETY  OF 
CALIFORNIA. 

Object:    To  relieve  distress  amongst  Subjects 
of  the  Empire  in  California. 
Bis  dat  qui  cito  dat. 
The  Empire  expects  that  every  man  will  do 
his  duty. 

H.    M.    Consul-General,    President    ex  Officio. 
A.  F.  Chambers,  Secretary. 
Office:     1107  Jefferson  street,  Oakland. 

THE  BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN  UNION. 

Preamble — Recognizing  that  the  people  of  the 
British  Empire  and  the  United  States  are 
closely  allied  by  blood,  inherit  the  same  litera- 
ture and  laws,  hold  the  same  principles  of  self- 
government,  and  share  the  same  ideas  of  free- 
dom, humanity  and  progress,  it  shall  be  the 
object  of  this  Union  to  strengthen  and  make 
permanent  the  political,  social  and  commercial 
bonds  which  unite  the  two  nations. 

Any  person  of  British  or  American  birth  is 
entitled  to  membership.  Dues  $1  per  quarter. 
No  initiation  fee. 

President,  F.  W.  D'Evelyn,  2115  California 
street,  S.  P.;  Sec,  C.  B.  Sedgwick,  369  Twelfth 
street,  Oakland. 

WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY,  B.  &  A.  U. 

Meets  first  and  third  Mondays,  2  p.  m.  at  St. 
George's  Hall,  1723  Market  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco. Visitors  welcome.  President,  Mrs.  G.  A. 
Wright,  N.W.  corner  of  Waverley  and  Kingsley 
avenues.  Palo  Alto. 

CALEDONIAN  CLUB. 

Meets  Fridays  at  3766  27th  St.,  S.  F.  Chief, 
D.  D.  McRae;  1st  chieftain,  D.  J.  McFarland; 
2d  chieftain,  F.  F.  Finlay;  3d  chieftain  and 
secretary,  Jas.  H.  Duncan;  4th  chieftain,  J. 
W.  Cameron;  physician,  Dr.  J.  A.  J.  McDon- 
ald. 

SCOTTISH    THISTLE  CLUB. 

Meets  2d  and  4th  Saturday  evenings  at  3265 
Sixteenth,  San  Francisco. 

Royal  Chief,  Geo.  Dow;  chieftain,  J.  W. 
Davidson;  recorder,  D.  Girdwood,  1256  Church 
St.;  treasurer,  John  Ross;  financial  secretary, 
M.  S.  Morrison;  propeerty  man,  R.  Rintoul; 
sergeant-at-arms,  WEB..  McGregor;  trustees, 
Walter  G.  Campbell,  John  A.  Hannav,  James 
W.  Maltland. 

ST.  ANDREW'S,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

The  Society  meets  Monday  evenings  at  St. 
Mungo  Building,  corner  Fillmore  street  and 
Golden  Gate  avenue. 

President  Jas.  C.  Fyfe 

Cor.  Secretary  Geo.  St.  J.  Bremner 

ST.  ANDREW'S  SOCIETY,  OAKLAND. 

Meets  every  Thursday,  8  p.  m.,  in  rooms  46 
and  47,  Blake  Block,  corner  of  Twelfth  and 
Washington  streets. 

President   Alex.  Smilie 

Secretary  J.    C.  Veltch 


ORDER  OF  SCOTTISH  CLANS. 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Clan  Fraser.  No.  78. 
OBJECTS  OF  THE  CLAN. 

1st.  The  objects  of  the  Clan  shall  be  to  es- 
tablish a  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  Clans- 
men and  to  extend  to  them  succor  and  sym- 
pathy "In  time  o'  need." 

2d.  To  institute  and  maintain  a  bequeath- 
ment  fund  for  the  benefit  of  widows  and  or- 
phans  of  deceased  Clansmen. 

3.  To  cultivate  fond  recollections  of  Scot- 
land and  to  recall  its  history,  its  people,  its 
customs,  its  amusements,  and  the  days  o'  Auld 
Lang  Syne. 

BENEFITS. 
The  Order  pays  death  benefits  of  $260,  $500. 
$1,000   and  $2,000. 

Active  members,  in  case  of  sickness  or  acci- 
dent, receive  the  sum  of  $5.00  or  $7.50  per 
week,  also  physician's  attendance,  free  of 
charge.     Funeral   benefit,  $50.00. 

FEES  AND  DUES. 

Active  members,  initiation  fee  $3.00 

Active  members,  monthly  dues.. 75c  or  $1.00 

Honorary  members,  initiation  fee  $5.00 

Honorary  members,  yearly  dues  $2.00  ' 

The  Clan  meets  twice  a  month,  on  the  first 
and  third  Thursday  evenings,  at  New  Era  Hall, 
2121  Market  St.,  San  Francisco. 

Chief  John  Hood 

Secretary  T.  Forsyth,  1016  Guerrero  St. 

OAKLAND— Clan  Macdonald  (Glencoe), 
meets  second  and  fourth  Fridays  (8  p.  m.) 
at  Room  48,  Blake  Block,  12th  and  Washington. 

Chief  Wm.  P.  Grant 

Secretary  A.  Proctor,  928  34th  St. 


it  Is  time  the  tyranny  of  the  English  tailor 
fasnlons  should  cease.  Next  thing  we  know- 
John  Bull  will  be  ordering  epaulets  on  our  bath- 
ing suits. — Gazette- Times,  Pittsburg. 


SONS  OF  ST.  GEORGE. 

The  Order  Sons  of  St.  George  is  a  fraternal 
and  social  organization  having  branch  lodges 
in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  The  benefits  are  a  weekly  pay- 
ment in  case  of  sickness;  a  death  benefit  on  the 
decease  of  a  member  r  his  wife,  and  the  serv- 
ices of  a  first-class  physician,  with  medicine, 
whenever  necessary.  Full  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  by  the  Secretary  of  any  lodge  on  re- 
quest. 

G.  Pres..W.  Meek,  602  San  Pedro,  Los  Angeles 

G.  Secretary  T.  Poyser,  157,  Ney  St.,  S.  F. 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Burnaby  Lodge,  194, 
Meets  every  Saturday,  Sp.  m.  at  1723  Market  st. 

Worthy  President  Geo.  Graves 

Worthy  Secretary ...  .T.  Wood,  4  Alemany  St. 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Pickwick  Lodge,  259. 
Meets  every  Monday,  8  p,  m.  at  1723  Market  st. 

Worthy  President  Geo.  H.  Luce 

Worthy  Sec  Thos.  Poyser,  157  Ney  St. 

OAKLAND— Albion  Lodge,  206,  meets 
Wednesday  evenings.  K.  of  P.  Hall,  12th  and 
Alice  Sts. 

Worthy  President  James  Carter 

Worthy  Secretary,  J.  ,T.  Roberts,  12th  &  Market 

ALAMEDA— Derby  Lodge,  285,  meets  1st  and 
3d  Thursdays  at  Masonic  Bldg. 

Worthy  President  E.  W.  Stretch 

Worthy  Secretary,  E.  James,  2044  Alameda  ave. 

SAN  JOSE— Victoria  Lodge,  287,  meets  2d 
and  4th  Mondays,  Pythias  Hall. 

Worthy  President.  ..  .1.  Knight,  135  White  st. 

Worthy  Sec'y,  E.  W.  Maynard   112  S.  First  St. 

SACRAMENTO— Jubilee  Lodge,  135,  meets 
Thursday  evenings  at  1014  Eighth  street. 

Worthy  President  ...   R.  Anderson 

Worthy  Secretary  .  ,W.  H.  Button,  900  M  St. 

GRASS  VALLEY— Victoria  Lodge,  289,  meets 
every  Tuesday  evening  at  Fraternal  Hall. 

Worthy  President   Josiah  Mewten 

Worthy  Secretary   Thos.  R.  James 

LOS    ANGELES— Royal     Oak,     220,  meets 
Mondays  at  121%  S.  Broadway. 
Mondays,  Mammoth  Hall,    519    S.  Broadway. 

Worthy  President  C.  E.  Packman 

Worthy  Secretary,  Ed.  Cooper,  137  Ave,  52  W. 

PASADENA— Alexandra  Lodge,  385,  meets 
2d  and  4th  Fridays  at  Eagles'  Hall. 

W.  Pres  J.  Munns,  3.  Vernon  ave,  Pas. 

W.  Secretary  ..T.  P.  Adney,  Box  401,  Pasadena 

RIVERSIDE— Riverside  Lodge,  472,  meets 
first  and  third    Wednesdays,    Pythian  Castle, 

Main  street. 

Worthy  President  Stanley  Rogers 

W.  Sec  Jas.  M.  Hastings,  596  E.  11th  st. 

DAUGHTERS  OF  ST.  GEORGE. 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Britannia  Lodge,  7,  meets 
every  Monday,  8  p.  m.  at  1723  Market  st. 

Worthy  President  ..   Mrs.  J.  Creba 

W.  F.  Sec. Mi's.  R.  Meadows,  1976  Folsom  st. 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Empress  Victoria  Lodge, 
142  meets  Saturday,  8  p.  m.  at  1723  Market  st. 
W.  President.  .Mrs.  A.  E.  Creba,  353  Prospect  av. 
W.  F.  Sec.  H.  Williams.  304  11th  av.,  IUoh.  IMS, 

CYMRODORION  SOCIETY. 

Meets    first      Thursday    evening    in  each 
month  at  St.  George's  Hall,  1723  Market  street 
(near  Valencia),  San  Francisco. 

President  D.  Ialydd  Hughes  

Cor.  Sec.R.  J.  Hughes. 1230  Magnolia  St.,  Oak. 

ENGLISHMEN,  ATTENTION! 
ALBION  LODGE,  SONS  OF  ST.  GEORGE, 
MEETS  EVERY  MONDAY,  8  P.  M.,  AT 
CALIFORNIA  HALL,  CLAY  STREET,  NEAR 
ELEVENTH,  OAKLAND.  ALL  ENGLISH  - 
MEN   INVITED  TO  MEMBERSHIP. 

A.  W.  MARTIN  &  CO. 

Funera/  Direoton 

1868  Geary  St.,  above  Fillmore,  S.  F. 

Telephone  Wesr  1524 

BENJ.  CURTAZ&  SON 

In  order  to  facilitate  straightening  out  our  ac- 
counts, we  would  respectfully  ask  that  all  of  our 
patrons  send  us  their  addresses.  Those  who  were 
in  possession  of  rent  and  installment  pianos  will 
confer  a  favor  by  stating  condition  of  piano  and 
where  It  is  located,  if  saved.  We  would  also  like 
to  pet  In  communication  with  all  of  our  sheet 
music  patrons. 

1615  VAN    NESS  AVE.,  COR.  CALI  r  OR  N I  A, 
SAN  FRANCISCO. 


GEO.  E.  MILLER  CONTRACTING  CO. 

Builders,  Store  and  Office  Fittings 

710  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco 

Former  ly  633  Commercial  St. 


PACIFIC  STATES 

♦  SAViNGS  &  LOAN  CO- 

Now  doing  business  at  2548  Cali- 
|  fornia  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

♦  «■»*♦♦♦<>  +  »  +  » 

*S  YOU  WILL  FIND  * 

1IRVINE  BROS.I 

^  The  Old  Reliable  Grocers,  at 

1588  BUSH  ST.,  S.  F. 

9  Corner  of  Franklin  & 

/|V  AND     AT  \„ 

t  3045    TWENTY-FOURTH    ST.  I 

Corner    f  Treat  Ave.  nIt" 

/ft  Choice  New  Stock,  and  the  same  4/ 
j|  old   Treatment  % 


■  ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 


$2s  ns 

The  PostaJ  Typewriter 

As  Good  as  the  Best 


Se     it  operated  or  send  for  ex* 
explanatory  circul&r. 

2876,  24th  Street,  S.  F. 

$25  $25 

The 

Brahma  Ceylon  Tea 

In  half  and  one  pound  sealed  packets 
as  put  up  by  the  planter  in  the  Island 
of  Ceylon. 

The  tea  in  its  original  purity,  frag- 
rance and  flavor. 

In  three  qualities,  60c,  80c,  $1.00 
per  pound. 

Orders  by  mail,  telephone  or  other- 
wise receive  immediate  attention. 

EDWARD  KERR 

553  HAIGHT  STREET 


I 


NEAR  FILLMORE 


SAN  FRANCISCO, 


CALIF. 


THOS.  MIRK 


WM.  D.  HALKET 


BAY  CITY  IRON  WORKS 

TANKS  AND  BOILERS 


Structural  Iron  and  Zteel  Contractors 

EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  LIGHT  AND  HEAVY  SHEET  IRON 
BLACKSMITH  AND  WROUGHT  IRON  WORK 

REPAIR  WORK  SOLICITED 


1243-1245  Harrison  St.       San  Francisco 

Bet.  Eighth  and  Ninth  Phone  Special  1311 


THE  BRITTSH-CALIFORNIAN. 


FACTS  WORTH  KNOWING. 

The  first  playbill  was  issued  from  Drury  Lane 
Theater,  London,  on  April  8,  1G63. 

The  new  fog-horn  signal  at  the  Needles  light- 
house has  a  blast  which  will  be  heard  at  a  dis- 
tance of  ten  miles  from  the  lighthouse. 

The  first  pocket  handkerchiefs,  utilized  in  the 
manner  they  are  today,  were  manufactured  at 
Paisley,  in  1743. 

Since,  in  1897,  Canada  gave  British  manufac- 
tures a  preference  in  her  Customs  tariff,  im- 
ports from  the  Mother-country  have  increased 
at  the  rate  of  138  per  cent. 

The  other  day  there  was  some  talk  because 
German  dealers  got  an  order  in  England  for  500 
motor  omnibuses.  It  turns  out,  however,  that 
the  British  automobile  makers  are  so  rushed 
with  orders  that  their  factories  cannot  fill  them 
all. 

An  improved  saw-set  has  been  invented  by 
Mr.  Harry  W.  West,  of  5  Penwell  street,  Victo- 
ria, B.  C,  Canada.  This  device  is  so  arranged 
as  to  give  any  desired  set  to  the  teeth,  and  It 
also  comprises  a  vise  in  which  the  blades  may 
be  securely  held  while  the  teeth  are  being 
sharpened. 

Christmas  was  first  celebrated  in  the  year  9X, 
but  it  was  forty  years  later  before  it  was  offi- 
cially adopted  as  a  Christian  festival,  nor  was 
it  until  about  the  fifth  century  that  the  day  of 
its  celebration  became  permanently  fixed  on  the 
25th  day  of  December.  Up  to  that  time  it  had 
been  irregularly  observed  at  various  times  of 
the  year  in  December,  in  April  and  in  May,  but 
most  frequently  in  January. 

In  an  article  on  "Prehistoric  Iron,"  the  Indus- 
trial World  states  that  during  Roman  occupa- 
tion from  the  middle  of  the  first  century  to  411, 
England  had  a  commercial  iron  industry,  which 
has  been  continuous  to  the  present  time.  The 
Swedish  industry  has  been  continuous  from  the 
thirteenth  century,  or  earlier.  In  America  the 
first  successful  attempt  at  iron  making  was  at 
Lynn,  Mass.,  In  1645. 


8T.  ANDREW'S  SOCIETY,  S.  F. 

In  the  recent  San  Francisco  fire,  St.  Andrew's 
Society  lost  their  hall,  their  fine  collection  of 
historical  pictures,  their  portraits  of  Past  Presi- 
dents, and  their  magnificent  library  of  Scottish 
literature,  which  had  been  slowly  accumulated 
during  the  forty-five  years  of  the  Society's  ex- 
istonce. 

Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  hearing  of  the  loss  the 
Society  sustained,  has  generously  offered  to  un- 
dertake the  cost  of  replacing  the  library,  and  a 
committee  is  now  at  work  making  up  a  list  of 
the  books  lost,  and  of  others  which  they  wish 
to  see  on  their  shelves,  so  that  when  their  new 
hall  is  erected,  they  may  have  a  truly  repre- 
sentative library  of  the  best  Scottish  literature. 

Meetings  of  the  Society  are  held  every  Mon- 
day evening  at  the  St.  Mungo  Building,  Golden 
Gate  avenue,  corner  Fillmore  street, 

The  annual  election  of  officers  of  the  Society 
took  place  Monday  evening,  November  5th, 
when  the  following  ticket  was  elected  to  serve 
for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year: 

President.  James  C.  Fyfe;  first  vice-president, 
James  W.  Kerr;  second  vice-president,  Richard 
G.  Elrlck;  treasurer,  Douglas  R.  Wilson;  re- 
cording secretary,  George  St.  J.  Bremner;  as- 
sistant recording  secretary,  D.  M.  Birrell;  finan- 
cial secretary,  R.  D.  Colquhoun;  assistant  finan- 
cial secretary,  Wm.  Carnle;  librarian,  Wm. 
Falrgrieve;  trustees,  Samuel  Irving,  John  Mc- 
Laren, T.  H.  A.  Ford,  Andrew  McNair  and  An- 
drew Wllkie;  Board  of  Relief,  John  M.  Duncan, 
Joseph  Gray,  John  Reid;  physician,  Dr.  W.  F. 
McNutt;  chaplain,  Rev.  Wm.  Kirk  Guthrie. 

The  annua!  banquet  has  ooen  postponed  until 
January,  when  it  will  be  held  on  Burns'  anni- 
versary. 

ST.  ANDREWS  OF  OAKLAND. 

St.  Andrew's  Day  will  be  celebrated  by  the 
Scotsmen  of  Alameda  County  and  San  Fran- 
cisco by  a  banquet  and  re-union  at  Piedmont 
Club  House,  on  Friday  evening,  the  7th  inst. 
The  observance  will  be  under  the  auspices  of  the 
St.  Andrew's  Society  of  Oakland,  which  is  a 
guarantee  in  itself  that  all  who  attend  will  pass 
an  enjoyable  evening.  The  dinner  will  be  first- 
class  and  the  subsequent  literary  and  musical 
features  up  to  the  Society's  usual  high  standard. 

The  annual  election  resulted  in  the  re-election 
of  all  former  officers,  with  the  exception  that 
Mr.  Alex.  Smilie  succeeded  to  the  presidency. 


CHANGE,  NOT  IMPROVEMENT 

A  Los  Angeles  reader  sends  in  this  note: 
"The  following  paragraph  recently  appeared 
in  the  Los  Angeles  Times.    The  writer  alludes 
to  games,  but  no  doubt  he  includes  sport  of  all 
kinds: 

"  'The  English  way  of  playing  football  is  be- 
ing abandoned  in  this  country,  as  has  been  the 
case  with  the  English  way  of  playing  any  other 
game  in  this  country.'  " 

If  brutality,  carried  to  the  extent  of  maiming 
and  killing,  Is  an  improvement  on  English  play, 
then  our  friends,  the  Yankees,  are  welcome  to 
the  improvement.  With  regard  to  cricket,  the 
most  capable  club  is  the  Philadelphia,  and  they 
can  only  hope  to  win  a  match  now  and  then 
against  some  of  the  weaker  counties  of  England 
by  abiding  rigidly  to  the  English  style  of  play. 
With  regard  to  rowing,  the  victory  of  Cam- 
bridge over  Harvard  was  a  substantial  one,  aa 
the  former  beat  the  latter  by  two  lengths,  the 
length  of  an  eight-oared  outrigged  racing  cutter 
being,  as  near  as  I  remember,  either  63  or  66 
feet.  The  fact  of  Harvard'  getting  as  near  as 
they  did  is  to  be  found  in  their  more  closely 
following  the  English  style  of  rowing  than  any 
other  crew  that  has  been  sent  over.  Then  with 
regard  to  lawn  tennis,  the  champion  lady  player 
in  the  United  States  Is  English.  Can  the  lady 
players  of  America  Improve  upon  her  style? 


A  SLY  OLD  ROGUE! 

The  sketch  shows  a  notorious  picker  of  men's 
pockets,  who  has  never  been  indicted  by  a 
Grand  Jury  simply  because  he  is  popular  with 
the  women  folks  and  children,  upon  whom  he 
delights  to  bestow  his  ill-gotten  goods.  Their 
"pull"  has  always  been  sufficiently  potent  to 
save  him  from  the  annihilation  he  deserves,  and 
so  the  men  folks  continue  to  be  at  his  mercy. 


CLAN  FRASER,  NO.  78. 

Clan  Fraser  has  changed  its  place  of  meeting 
from  Twin  Peaks  Hall  to  the  "New  Era  Hall," 
2121  Market  street,  San  Francisco.  Everything 
Is  running  smoothly  in  the  Clan  and  there  is  an 
encouraging  growth  in  membership.  The  an- 
nual election  of  officers  will  take  place  on  the 
6th  inst. 


Mr.  Whybrow,  speaking  at  the  Hyde  Park 
meeting  in  favor  of  women's  sutrrage,  said  the 
question  was  once  asked:  "Did  woman  ever 
give  us  a  Shakespeare?"  The  reply  was:  "Well, 
If  a  woman  did  not,  who  did?" 


Notwithstanding  that  San  Francisco  has  been 
ravaged  by  shock  and  fire,  this  champion 
grafter  has  heartlessly  put  in  an  appearance 
again,  and  is  operating  in  the  community  as 
boldly  and  merrily  as  ever,  holding  up,  without 
discrimination,  every  hard-working  citizen  who 
has  the  price  of  anything.  He  is  a  generous 
spender,  it  must  be  said,  and  welcomed  by  the 
shop  keepers  on  that  account,  but  inasmuch  as 
he  never  had  a  "bean"  of  his  own,  he  is  entitled 
to  no  great  credit  on  that  account.  He  is  one 
of  those  "cheap  guys"  who  seek  a  great  reputa- 
tion at  other  people's  expense— and  get  it. 

But,  as  we  have  noted,  he  is  the  idol  of  our 
fair  and  dear  ones,  who  care  not  how  he  gets 
the  goods  so  long  as  he  delivers  them — such  is 
the  sad  state  of  their  morals,  alas! — and  so  pro- 
test and  efforts  at  self-protection  were  alike 
useless.  The  only  thing  for  our  men  readers  to 
do — such  of  them  as  feel  they  cannot  submit 
gracefully — is  to  hire  a  safety  box  for  a  term 
and  send  the  key,  in  a  return  envelope,  oh  a 
trip  around  the  world. 


A  TIMELY  WARNING. 

A  Presbyterian  Congress  was  being  held  at  a 
Scottish  town  near  a  river,  and  one  afternoon 
half  a  dozen  of  the  ministers  hired  a  boat,  tak- 
ing with  them  a  local  boatman,  who  was  a  bit 
of  a  character. 

They  had  not  gone  far  when  a  dispute  arose 
regarding  some  theological  point.  In  their  ex- 
citement two  of  the  ministers  rose  to  their  feet, 
and  one  cried — 

"I  tell  you,  we're  all  Presbyterians." 

"If  ye  dinna  sit  doon  immediately,"  said  the 
boatman,  warningly,  "ye'll  a'  be  Baptists  in  a 
meenit." 


"Shortly  after  we  were  married,"  said  Mrs. 
Wllkins,  "my  husband  and  I  began  to  dispute  as 
to  whether  we  should  get  two  bicycles  or  a  tan- 
dem. We  kept  on  disputing  about  It  for 
months."  "And  how  did  the  dispute  end?"  asked 
her  friend.  "Oh,  we  compromised  on  a  cradle,  ' 
wat  the  reply. 


Births  Registered  at  | 
British  Consulate  General, 

San  Francisco 

Persons  who  REGISTERED  BIRTHS 

between  the  first  of  January  and  18th 
of  April.  1906,  are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  H.  B.  M.  Consul-Gen- 
eral. 


Union  Assurance  Society 

OF  LONDON 

Established  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
A.  D.  1741 

FIRE  AND  LIFE 

Subscribed  Capital  $  2,250,000  00 

Assets    19,254,000  00 

Surplus  to  Policy  Holders   $4,026,875  90 

U.  S.  Branch  Statement 

Fire   Assets   $1,526,160  28 

Liabilities    894,613  52 

Surplus  to  Policy  Holders  Beyond 

Capital  and  all  Liabilities   631,546  76 

CATTON,  BELL  &  COMPANY 

GENERAL  AGENTS 
HENRY  HOMER  SMITH,  Manager 
Reid's  Hall,  13th  St.,  Oakland 


TELEPHONE  OAKLAND  3454 


H.  J.  Shillcock 

Photo  Apparatus   and  Supplies 

For  the  Professional  and  Amateur 


302  SAN  PABLO  AVE  OAKLAND,  CAL. 

(LATE  837  MISSION  ST..  SAN  FRANCISCO  ) 


LOVERS  OF 


Champagne 

WHO  DRINK 

VEUVE  CLICQUOT 1 

KNOW  THAT  IT  IS  THE  BEST 

Sold  without  the  Local 
Agent's  Label 

AMI  VIGNIER,  Agent,  Pacific  Coast 

S.  E.  CORNER  BATTERY  AND  BROADWAY 

SAN  FRANCISCO 


CALL  FOR 

Dawson's 
Perfection 
Scotch  Whiskey 

QUALITY-a  feature 

PERFECTION- -the  motto 

CHAPMAN  & 

WILBERFORCE 

SOLE  AGENTS 

628  Montgomery  St.         San  Francisco 


THE  HRITISH-CALI  FORNIAN. 


BRITISH -CALIFORNIA  BANQUET. 

About  150  guests  were  seated  at  the  banquet 
board  at  the  Lamolle  Grill  on  the  evening  of 
November  21st,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Brit- 
ish-California Association  of  San  Jose.  The 
guest  of  honor  was  William  Greer  Harrison,  of 
San  Francisco.  Dr.  F.  W.  D'Evelyn,  of  San 
Francisco,  telegraphed  his  inability  to  be  pres- 
ent. 

W.  V.  Herron,  president  of  the  association, 
acted  as  toastmaster  and  introduced  the  speak- 
ers. J.  B.  Cambers  spoke  on  the  "British-Cali- 
fornia Association."  He  said  that  some  of  the 
greatest  people  in  the  United  States  were  from 
Great  Britain.  The  object  of  the  organization 
was  to  promote  acquaintanceship,  to  diffuse 
knowledge,  to  hear  celebrated  speakers  and  en- 
joy what  they  may  say  of  their  fatherland,  to 
hear  splendid  music,  to  broaden  the  mind,  en- 
large the  heart  and  make  them  better  fathers, 
children  and  citizens. 

E.  K.  Johnson  responded  to  the  toast  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Dr.  E.  Darlow 
spoke  to  the  toast  of  the  King.  It  is  true,  he 
said,  that  he  heard  some  derogatory  remarks 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  when  he  first  came  to 
this  country,  but  the  best  answer  he  could 
make  then  as  now  was  that  he  would  make  a 
good  Californian.  (Laughter  and  applause).  J. 
D.  Radford  spoke  on  the  theme  "The  Land  We 
Live  In." 

Wm.  Greer  Harrison  then  addressed  the 
guests.  Among  other  things,  he  said  that  on  his 
recent  visit  he  found  Ireland  greatly  improved. 
Under  the  benign  influence  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment Ireland  was  progressing  and  people 
were  coming  to  realize  the  advantages  of  a 
friendly  partnership.  The  English  government 
had  worked  a  miracle  in  presenting  Ireland 
with  $600,000,000.  England,  too,  was  necessary 
to  the  United  States  and  vice  versa.  They  had 
the  same  God,  the  same  language  and  the  same 
high  principles. 

Many  of  San  Jose's  prominent  citizens  at- 
tended the  function. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Cromarty,  leading  member  of  the 
Association,  is  organizing  the  "San  Jose  Choral 
Society."  Meetings  are  held  every  Monday- 
evening  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  parlors. 

BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN  UNION. 

The  directors  of  the  Union  are  asking  the 
members  for  their  opinion  as  to  the  advisability 
of  holding  an  informal  banquet  some  evening 
in  the  near  future,  for  The  purpose  of  getting 
acquainted  again  after  the  "mix-up,"  and  to  dis- 
cuss the  prospects  for  the  Society  under  the 
new  conditions.  It  is  hoped  that  the  member- 
ship will  respond  to  this  call  for  an  expression 
of  its  wishes,  for  the  Directorate  desires  to  have 
the  approval  of  the  general  body  in  whatever 
action  it  may  take.  It  is  felt  by  some  that  we 
should  become  active  again  without  delay, 
while  others  think  that  business  conditions  are 
still  such  that  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  tako 
up  the  work  of  the  Society  at  the  present  time. 
All  are  agreed,  however,  that  the  Union  shall 
live  and  continue  its  usefulness.  It  is  simply  a 
question  of  when  we  shall  "start  in."  Let  each 
member  say  for  himself. 

THE  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  to  the  British  and 
American  Union  held  two  successful  meetings 
in  November — a  business  meeting  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  first  Monday,  and  a  social  on  the 
third  Monday.  At  the  latter  function  whist  was 
indulged  in  until  4  p.  m.,  when  tea  was  served.  . 
Several  ladies  interested  in  other  clubs  In  a 
prominent  way  were  entertained  as  guests,  and 
expressed  the  pleasure  they  found  in  meeting 
their  British  friends. 

The  December  business  meeting  was  held  as 
usual  at  1723  Market  street,  San  Francisco, 
when  plans  were  discussed  for  the  coming  year. 

Much  regret  and  sympathy  is  felt  in  the  so- 
ciety over  the  serious  illness  of  an  esteemed 
member,  Mrs.  W.  Searby,  and  hopes  are  ex- 
pressed that  she  will  soon  recover. 

ANOTHER     PREMIUM    TO  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Our  offer  of  the  $1.50  earthquake  book  to  sub- 
scribers was  taken  advantage  of  quite  gener- 
allv.  All  orders  have  been  filled,  and  the  offer 
is  "now  withdrawn.  The  few  remaining  books 
will  be  sold  at  $1.50  each. 

But  we  have  a  new  and  an  even  more  liberal 
proposition  this  month.  We  propose  to  make 
magazine- readers  a  present  of  $3.25  each.  Read 
our  "Whole  Family  Group"  offer  on  another 
page — and  don't  hesitate. 

FINE  RANCH  FOR  SALE. 

Twenty-acre  fruit  ranch,  near  Penryn,  Placer 
county,  Cal.  All  trees  healthy  and  well  grown, 
and  produce  good  Income.  Seven-room  house 
with  modern  conveniences,  barn,  etc.  Well  set- 
tled country,  fine  surroundings.  Investigate 
this.  A  «nap.  Price  $4000.  Eight  hundred  dol- 
lar mortgage  can  remain.  Address  B.,  care  of 
The  British  Californian,  369  Twelfth  street,  Oak- 
land, Cal.   

Patronize  the  advertisers  In  the  Brltlsh-Calt- 
fornlan. 


A  PLEASING  ELECTION. 

No  State  election  has  pleased  us  more  than 
the  one  of  last  month.  Its  results,  so  far  as 
the  general  ticket  was  concerned,  was  all  that 
we  desired — and  we  think  that  it  met  with  th9 
favor  of  most  of  our  readers.  The  anti-Brit- 
ishers were  badly  routed! 

Mr.  Gillett's  success  was  no  doubt  due  In  a 
great  measure  to  the  clever  and  cleanly  cam- 
paign waged  in  his  behalf  by  our  friend  and 
countryman.  George  F.  Hatton,  the  well-known 
attorney.  He  was  Mr.  Gillett's  manager,  and 
even  the  opposition  had  to  admit  that  he  was 
the  cleverest  man,  in  the  capacity,  in  the  fi«id. 

The  result  of  Mr.  Hatton's  work  pleases  us 
because  it  demonstrates  that  clean  politics  can 
be  played  in  California  successfully — and  that 
mud-slinging  campaigns  are  not  the  necessity 
it  was  before  thought  they  were.  We  trust  the 
victory  of  Gillett  marks  a  new  era  in  California 
politics — one  of  decency. 

BURNS  STATUE  TO  BE  REPLACED. 

Park  Commissioner  M.  Earl  Cummings  has 
Just  completed  a  second  model  for  the  bronze 
statue  of  Robert  Bums,  the  famed  Scotch  poet, 
which,  when  cast,  will  be  placed  in  Golden  Gate 
Park.  The  original  model  was  destroyed  during 
the  great  fire.  It  was  in  a  foundry  on  Fremont 
and  Howard  streets,  where  it  had  been  sent  by 
arti»t  Cummings  to  be  cast.  A  great  deal  of 
labor  was  attached  to  the  model,  as  Commis- 
sioner Cummings  pledged  himself  to  have  the 
bronze  a  perfect  likeness  of  the  famed  poet. 
The  statue  is  to  be  eleven  feet  tall  and  is  to  be 
installed  in  the  park  by  the  Scotch  citizens  who 
desire  to  honor  their  beloved  countryman.  An 
elaborate  programme  Is  being  arranged  by  the 
various  Scottish  societies  when  the  bronze  is 
ready  to  be  placed  In  the  park.  The  date  has 
not  been  determined,  but  will  rest  on  the  ability 
to  have  the  statue  here. 


UNDER  THE  MISTLETOE. 

Under  the  mistletoe?    Would  I  dare? 

Aye,  or  under  a  sprig  of  holly: 
Or  the  twining  wreath  of  her  own  bright  hair 
Were  all  the  excuse  that  a  maid  need  wear. 

Would  she  open  the  door  to  folly. 
He  were  a  cowardly  knave  and  slow 
Who  waited  around  for  the  mistletoe! 

— Marian  West. 


There  was  a  little  Scotch  boy  who  had  the 
quality  of  astuteness  highly  developed.  The 
boy's  grandmother  was  packing  lunch  for  him 
to  take  to  school  one  morning.  Suddenly,  look- 
ing up  into  the  old  lady's  face,  he  said:  "Grand- 
mother, does  your  spec  magnify?"  "A  little,  my 
child."  she  answered.  "Aweel,  then,"  said  the 
boy,  "  I  wad  juist  like  it  if  ye  wad  tak'  them  off 
when  ye're  packin'  my  loonch." 


GEO.  H.  KNIGHT 
Photographer 

PHOTOGRAPHING  MACHINERY,  RESIDENCES 
STORES,  ETC..  Interior  or  Exterior 

Dinner  Parties,  Wedding  and  Other  Groups  a  Specialty 

Artistic  Portraiture  at  the  Home 

TELEPHONE  WEST  6259 

1614  Golden  Gate  Ave.,      San  Franc'sco,  Cal. 


NEAR  SCOTT 


SCOTTISH  THISTLE  CLUB. 

The  annual  Hogmanay  Supper  and  Ball  will 
be  held  this  year  as  usual,  and  preparations  are 
being  made  by  the  Club  for  a  big  lime.  Halls 
for  the  purpose  have  been  engaged  a:  Jefferson 
Square  Building,  925  Golden  Gate  avenue,  San 
Francisco.  As  large  a  crowd  as  In  past  year.-; 
is  expected. 

The  Club  now  meets  regularly  at  3265  Six- 
teenth street,  and  the  meetings  are  well  attend- 
ed. Hallowe'en  was  celebrated  with  a  Ladies' 
Night,  the  first  since  the  fire,  and  it  was  a 
grand  success.  Refreshments  were  a  feature. 
An  enjoyable  "stag"  was  held  last  meeting 
night.  On  the  8th  inst.  the  annual  election  of 
officers  takes  place. 

CALEDONIAN  CLUB  ELECTION. 

After  one  of  the  most  spirited  contests  in  the 
history  of  the  Caledonian  Club,  the  following 
officers  were  elected  at  the  last  meeting:  David 
D.  McRae,  chief;  James  A.  McDonald,  first 
chieftain;  F.  F.  Finley,  second  chieftain;  James 
H.  Duncan,  third  chieftain;  James  W.  Cameron, 
fourth  chieftain:  Dr.  J.  A.  J.  McDonald,  physi- 
cian. The  directors  are  Charles  Macdonald,  J. 
McPherson,  B.  Montgomery,  T.  W.  Mlmro,  John 
Reid.  The  Scottish  Hall  directors  are  David  D. 
McRae,  John  McFarlane,  A.  M.  Macpherson, 
James  Gore  and  John  M.  Duncan. 


Phoenix  Photo  Engraving  Co. 
ENGRAVERS 

DESIGNERS  :  ILLUSTRATORS 


Fine  Half-tone  Work  a  Specialty 

PHONE  OAKLAND  8113 
325  Eighth  St.,  Near  Webster,  OAKLAND 


BURNS  RELICS  COME  TO  AMERICA. 

J.  Pierpont  Morgan  has  imported  $200,000 
worth  of  manuscripts  and  relics  of  the  poet 
Robert  Burns.  With  the  entrance  of  two  500- 
page  scrapbooks,  consigned  to  Morgan  and  re- 
leased from  the  Custom-house  when  he  gave 
his  check  for  $10,000  to  pay  the  duty,  England 
and  Scotland  are  bereft  of  the  greater  portion 
of  the  original  treasures  left  by  the  "Plowman 
Poet."   

A  TURKEY'S  SOLILOQUY. 

(Christmas  Day.) 
An  I  gace  your  table,  I  assure  you  I'm  unable 
To  tell  you  quite  exactly  my  opinion  of  you  all; 

So  when  I  your  palates  tickle, 

Pray  do  not  think  me  fickle 
If  I  feel  a  little  "cut  up"  at  your  constant  beck 

and  call.  — W.  R.  Meredith. 

A  dramatic  entertainment  was  given  recently 
at  St.  George's  Hall  by  the  Sons  of  St.  George 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Seamen's  Institute.  The 
proceeds,  which  came  to  a  goodly  sum,  will  be 
given  over  to  help  build  the  new  home  for  the 
Seamen's  Institute,  now  in  the  course  of  erec- 
tion on  Steuart  street,  near  Folsom.  The  en- 
tertainment was  largely  attended  and  the  far- 
cical skit  entitled  "Trial  by  Jury,"  and  com- 
posed by  W.  R.  Meredith,  who  played  the  lead- 
ing part,  was  a  great  success. 

Mr.  George  C.  Kemp,  the  well-known  English 
optician  who  for  many  years  was  located  at 
2002  Market  street,  San  Francisco,  has  re-estab- 
lished himself  at  459  Fillmore  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco.  ' 
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SONS  OF  ST.  GEORGE. 

On  Saturday  night,  October  20th,  Trafalgar 
Day  was  celebrated  under  the  combined  aus- 
pices of  Burnaby  and  Pickwick  Lodges,  Sons  of 
St.  George,  at  St.  George's  Hall,  1723  Market 
street,  San  Francisco.  Now,  when  Burnaby  and 
Pickwick  Lodges  come  together  for  the  purpose 
of  celebrating  an  event  of  such  importance 
there  are  certainly  going  to  "things  doing."  The 
affair  went  off  with  grand  succcps,  and  cer- 
tainly did  great  honor  to  that  memorable  day 
which  all  Englishmen  love  so  well. 

Refreshments  were  served  in  abundance,  and 
everybody  enjoyed  themselves  to  their  heart's 
content,  as  indeed  they  do  on  every  occasion  of 
the  celebration  of  the  great  event.    There  was 
some  fine  talent  displayed,  among  those  partici 
pating  being  Brothers  Watters,  Nowland,  Clark 
son,  Meredith,  Williamson,  Jose,  Williams,  Cous 
ins,  Jones  and  Quick. 

The  entertainment  committee  composed  of 
Brothers  Stott,  Burrows  and  Graves  representing 
Burnaby  Lodge,  and  Brothers  Meredith,  Cowley 
and  Luce  representing  Pickwick  Lodge,  arranged 
things  to  a  nicety,  and  each  one  made  it  his  per 
sonal  duty  to  see  that  everybody  had  a  good 
time.  GEO.  H.  LUCE. 

The  time  is  gradually  drawing  near  when 
Burnaby  Lodge,  the  pioneer  Lodge  of  the  Pacific 
Coast,  will  attain  its  majority;  that  is,  it  will 
celebrate  its  twenty-first  birthday.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  give  an  entertainment  and  dance  in 
honor  of  the  event,  and  a  committee  of  well- 
known  workers  is  busily  engaged  in  making  all 
arrangements  for  the  memorable  event. 

The  Lodge  is  still  making  rapid  strides  in 
membership  and  finance.  The  catastrophe  of 
last  April  seems  to  have  drawn  Englishmen 
closer  together,  and  those  who  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Sons  of  St.  George  have  been  tumb- 
ling over  each  other  in  their  anxiety  to  join 
Burnaby  or  Pickwick,  which  has  resulted  in  a 
good  and  most  friendly  rivalry  between  the  two 
Lodges,  and  incidentally  has  added  a  stimulant 
to  increase  their  funds. 

On  the  first  and  third  meeting  nights  Burnaby 
Lodge  still  holds  an  open  night  at  which  all 
male  friends  are  invited  after  9  p.  m.  The  new 
officers  of  the  Lodge  for  the  term  beginning 
December,  1906,  are  as  follows:  W.  President, 
Geo.  Graves;  W.  Vice-President.  Al.  Finlayson; 
W.  Messenger,  William  Jones;  W.  Secretary, 
Thomas  Wood;  W.  Treasurer,  Archibald  Alli- 
son; W.  Assistant  Secretary,  Percy  C.  Wood- 
house;  W.  Trustee,  Thomas  U.  Evans;  W.  Phy- 
sician, Dr.  E.  W.  Thomas;  W.  Inside  Sentinel, 
Frank  Webb. 

The  new  Social  Committee  is  already  formu- 
lating plans  for  some  "big  doings"  in  the  near 
future  and  hope  all  members  will  second  their 
efforts  to  increase  the  membership  to  300  by 
"getting  busy."  P.  C.  WOODHOUSE. 

The  elected  officers  of  Pickwick  Lodge  are  as 
follows:  Worthy  President,  Geo.  H.  Luce; 
Worthy  Vice-President,  Basil  Brandon;  Worthy 
Secretary,  Thomas  Poyser;  Worthy  Treasurer, 
H.  Williamson;  Worthy  Messenger,  Wm.  James 
Smith;  Worthy  Assistant  Secretary,  J.  B. 
Brown;  Worthy  Assistant  Messenger,  James 
Henry  Davy;  Chaplain,  Wm.  Norrington;  In- 
side Sentinel,  Wm.  Joseph  Hill;  Physician,  Dr. 
S.  I.  Harrison. 

In  the  term  just  ended  Pickwick  Lodge  has 
admitted  twenty-one  new  members  and  has  fif- 
teen applications  on  file.  The  prospects  are 
very  favorable  for  the  new  term. 

Albion  Lodge,  Oakland,  initiated  twenty  new 
recruits  during  the  term  just  closed  under  the 
able  presidency  of  Geo.  Sully,  and  increased  its 
bank  account  by  $750.  '  The  Lodge  is  now  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition,  and  promises  to  make 
still  further  advances  under  the  regime  of  the? 
new  officers.  The  lot  at  Grove  and  Twenty- 
fifth  streets  has  been  purchased,  and  the  mooted 
St.  George's  Hall  will  in  a  few  months  become 
a  grand  reality — a  monument  to  English  enter- 
prise in  Oakland.  Temporarily,  the  Lodge  has 
handsome  quarters  at  the  new  K.  of  P.  Hall, 
corner  of  Twelfth  and  Alice  streets,  a  most  cen- 
tral location.  There  an  "Old  English  Supper" 
was  enjoyed  by  the  members  a  few  nights 
ago,  with  a  plentitude  of  imported  Bass'  Ale  to 
give  the  feast  the  true  English  flavor.  Austin 
Lewis,  Judge  Samuels  and  Rev.  Edgar  Gee 
catered  to  the  intellect  of  the  assemblage,  while 
a  number  of  talented  vocalists  fed  the  emotions. 
In  all  probability  a  "Christmas  Tree"  entertain- 
ment will  be  given  during  the  holidays  for  the 
benefit  of  the  St.  George  Juniors  and  their 
mammas,  but  this  matter  has  not  been  decided 
upon.  Wednesday  is  now  the  meeting  night  of 
the  Lodge. 

The  new  officers  are  as  follows:  President, 
James  Carter;  Vice-President,  Jesse  Moore; 
Messenger,  G.  W.  Lee;  Secretary,  J.  J.  Roberts; 
Assistant  Secretary,  A.  E.  Orton;  Treasurer,  F. 
W.  Wheeler;  Chaplain,  E.  T.  Jost;  Assistant 
Messenger,  F.  Taylor;  Inside  Sentinel,  F.  Le 
Roy  Granville;  Outside  Sentinel,  Tom  Reeves; 
Physician,  Dr.  Herrick;  Trustees,  F.  Phillips,  J. 
Lancaster,  Geo.  Fake.  The  Hall  Association  has 
elected  the  following  seven  directors:  J.  Lancas- 


ter.^eo.  Fake,  F.  Phillips,  F.  W.  Wheeler,  J.  J 
Roberts,  Jas.  Carter,  Jesse  Moore. 

DAUGHTERS  OF  ST.  GEORGE. 

Britannia  Lodge  No.  7,  extended  a  cordial  in- 
vitation to  D.  D.  W.  G.  P.  Miss  Annie  Rogers  to 
participate  in  their  "Evening  at  Home,"  Octo- 
ber 8th.  The  invitation  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
compliment  to  the  Worthy  Deputy  for  her  very 
excellent  work  on  behalf  of  the  "Relief"  distri- 
bution which  she  so  ably  carried  through,  and 
she  was  very  gratified  with  her  reception  and 
the  honors  shown  her  by  the  Sisters,  and  in  ac- 
knowledging the  same  she  expresses  the  wish 
that  more  such  re-unions  may  occur  in  the 
mother  lodge. 

Worthy  President  Sister  J.  Creba  requested 
Miss  Annie  Rogers  to  be  present  October  22,  for 
the  purpose  of  installing  Sister  B.  Hooper  as 
First  Conductor,  Sister  J.  Mosier,  Second  Con- 
ductor, Inside  Guard,  Sister  Hutchinson.  After 
business  closed  our  W.  P.  Sister  Creba  enter- 
tained the  Sisters  royally.  Songs,  dancing  and 
refreshments  followed  in  succession,  the  pleas- 
ant evening  closing  with  cheers  for  the  Worthy 
President. 

We  regret  to  have  again  to  record  another 
death,  that  of  Sister  Ellen  Carr,  who  passed 
away  early  Monday  morning,  November  5th.  At 
the  funeral,  which  was  held  from  the  parlors 
of  Brother  Schofield,  1724  Devisadero  street,  the 
Lodge  was  well  represented,  a  large  delegation 
of  Sisters  being  present.  The  last  sad  rites  of 
the  Order  were  administered  by  the  officers  of 
the  Lodge.  Sister  Carr  leaves  a  husband  and 
three  children  to  mourn  her  loss,  and  members 
and  friends  extend  to  them  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  their  sad  bereavement. 

The  many  friends  of  Secretary  Mrs.  Ruth 
Meadows  will  be  sorry  to  learn  that  she  has 
suffered  a  relapse  but  we  are  hopeful  that  she 
will  rally  again,  although  at  the  present  writing 
she  is  very  sick. 

The  fancy  dress  ball  given  by  Empress  V.  L. 
on  November  24th  was  a  great  success,  and  the 
various  costumes  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
won  well  deserved  applause.  The  first  prize  was 
awarded  to  Miss  Ericksen,  the  second  to  Mrs. 
Morley,  one  to  Mrs.  Hooper  of  No.  7;  and  Mr. 
Meredith  of  Pickwick  won  the  first  prize  for 
gentk  men. 


THE  WHOLE  FAMILY  GROUP. 


This  is  the  greatest  magazine  offer  ever 
made.  The  three  magazines,  each  at  the  head  of 
its  class,  cover  the  reading  matter  for  the  whole 
family. 

These  3t>  numbers  mean  about  5,000  pages  of 
the  besi  literature  and  art  by  famous  writers 
and  artists,  including  nearly  500  pages  of  new- 
est things  in  fashion  and  tasteful  color  printing. 

No  such  chance  has  occurred  for  years,  and 
is  not  likely  to  be  repeated  at  this  price. 

HERE   IS   THE  OFFER 
THE  DELINEATOR 

12  numbers  at  15  cents  each  would  cost.. $1.80 
(Yearly  subscriptions  must  not  be  taken 
by  any  agent  or  added  to  any  club  at  less 
than  $1.00  net.) 
McCLURE'S  MAGAZINE 

12  numbers  at  10  cents  each  would  cost..  1.20 
(Yearly  subscriptions  must  not  be  taken 
by  any  agent  or  added  to  any  club  at  less 
than  $1.00  net.) 
THE  WORLD'S  WORK 

12  numbers  at  25  cents  each  would  cost..  3.00 
(Yearly  subscriptions  must  not  be  taken 
by  any  agent  or  added  to  any  club  at  less 
than  $3.00  net.) 

THE  BRITISH-CALIFORNIAN,  1  year   1.00 

The  price  of  these  48  magazines  is   7.00 

OUR  PRICE,  Including  Postage,  is  $3.75 

Paid-up  subscribers  to  the  British- Calif ornian 
may  have  the  three  first-named  magazines  for 
one  year  for  $3.  Ail  orders  to  be  sent  to  the 
British-Californian.  369  Twelfth  St.,  Oakland. 


Grand  Secretary  Thomas  Poyser  has  moved 
from  his  former  residence  and  is  now  perma- 
nently located  at  157  Ney  street,  San  Francisco. 

Royal  Oak  Lodge,  Los  Angeles,  has  given  sev- 
eral successful  smokers  during  the  past  few 
weeks,  and  at  a  recent  function  a  subscription 
was  taken  up  for  a  dying  brother  at  Pasadena, 
a  kindly  action  which  filled  the  recipent's  heart 
with  joy  ere  he  passed  away. 

In  the  annual  membership  contest,  the  blues 
were  victorious  over  the  reds,  and  the  latter 
paid  the  penalty  of  footing  the  bill  for  a  fine 
feast  for  all  hands. 

The  new  Lodge  instituted  in  Seattle  last  April 
is  doing  nicely  and  promises  to  become  one  of 
the  best  branches  in  the  jurisdiction.  It  has  an 
energetic  worker  in  the  person  of  its  promoter, 
A.  J.  Woodhouse.  The  other  young  lodge  at 
Riverside  is  flourishing  in  a  manner  equally  as 
satisfactory. 

Sister  E.  Burchell,  a  member  of  Empress- 
Victoria  Lodge  No.  142,  has  returned  from  an 
extended  visit  to  friends  in  the  East,  and  during 
her  stay  there  attended  some  of  the  meetings 
of  the  various  Lodges,  all  of  whom  entertained 
her  royally.  "Star  of  Hope"  Lodge  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  presented  Sister  Burchell  with  a  hand- 
somely bound  pictorial  Bible,  as  a  gift  to  Em- 
press-Victoria Lodge,  whose  officers  and  mem- 
bers extend  to  "Star  of  Hope"  Lodge  their  sin- 
cere thanks  and  appreciation  for  such  a  valua- 
ble present.  HELEN  WILLIAMS. 

IRVING  INSTITUTE. 
BOARDING  AND  DAY  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS. 

Founded  by  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Edward  Bent- 
ley  Church.  Accredited  by  universities.  Twen- 
ty-eighth year.  Superior  advantages  for  music, 
art,  and  elocution.  Easter  Term  begins  Mon- 
day, January  7,  1907. 

MISS  PINKHAM  and  MISS  MacLENNAN 
Principals. 
2126-2128  California  St.,  San  Francisco 
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FLOURISHING  AUSTRALIA. 

The  case  for  Imperialism  could  not  be  more 
effectively  pleaded  by  an  advocate  than  it  has 
been  by  the  American  Consul-General  at  Mel- 
bourne, in  giving  a  plain  statement  of  the  trade 
of  Australia  for  1905. 

The  following  table  shows  what  Australia  pur- 
chased from  the  principal  countries  during  1905: 

Great  Britain  and  Possessions.  ..  £24,843,290 

United  States    41.871,740 


2,946,030 
1,307,870 
386,710 
170,380 
80,420 
33,440 
"The  pro- 


Germany 

France   

Japan   

Italy   

Spain   

Russia   

The  Consul-General  concludes: 
during  industries  are  in  a  very  flourishing  con 
dition.  Another  pastoral  year  is  assured  with 
an  increased  wool  clip.  Dairying  and  kindred 
industries  show  steady  progression.  Mining  of 
all  kinds  is  more  than  fulfilling  expectations. 
Grain  growing  continues  profitable,  and  gener- 
ally speaking  the  wealth  of  Australia  is  quickly 
increasing." 

FREES  AFRICAN  SLAVES. 

Major  Coryndon,  Administrator  of  Barotse- 
land,  who  is  just  now  in  Great  Britain  on  leave, 
gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  extraordi- 
nary development  of  North-Western  Rhodesia 
under  King  Lewanika,  who  formally  abolished 
slavery  two  months  ago  and  freed  nearly  thirty 
thousand  slaves. 

"So  great  is  Lewanika's  desire  for  develop- 
ment and  progress."  said  Major  Coryndon,  "that 
he  issued  a  public  proclamation  giving  the 
death-blow  to  the  ancient  system  of  domestic 
slavery,  which  is  common  in  Barotseland.  For 
the  purpose  of  freeing  every  slave  he  held  a 
great  function. 

"Lewanika,  in  full  uniform,  took  his  place  in 
the  centre  of  the  principal  group,  there  being 
some  three  thousand  natives  present.  Around 
the  chief  were  gathered  the  Government  offi- 
cials, all  the  white  men  in  the  neighborhood, 
including  twenty-five  missionaries,  and  the 
reading  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  Lewanika's 
decree  was  a  most  impressive  ceremony. 

"As  a  result,  between  25,000  and  30,000  na- 
tives have  obtained  absolute  freedom.  Lewan- 
ika is,  moreover,  keeping  guns,  ammunition,  and 
liquor  out  of  his  country." 


It  was  this  young  man  from  Birmingham,  in 
the  midlands  of  England,  who  achieved  a  world- 
wide reputation  within  two  years  after  he 
entered  London,  and  who  called  forth  enthusi- 
astic encomiums  from  the  London  press  and 
critics,  such  as  this  little  casual  jotting  from 
the  London  Era:  "Miss  Millie  Lindon  secured 
a  great  triumph  In  that  idyllic  number,  'The 
Rain  Came  Pitter-patter  Down.'  The  pretty  lit- 
tle story  of  courtship  under  an  umbrella  has 
been  admirably  told  by  the  writer  of  the  verses, 
F.  Clifford  Harris,  and  Miss  Lindon,  evidently 
inspired  by  the  delicate  sentiment  of  the  lines, 
has  never  been  heard  to   greater  advantage. 

The  Song  marks  a  great  advance  in 
music  hall  lyrics,  and  the  Eustoniane  show  their 
good  sense  in  rapturously  applauding  it  and  the 
singer." 

Mr.  Harris  established  the  flattering  record  in 
England  of  having  no  less  than  seven  of  his 
lyrics  interpolated  into  one  pantomime — that  of 
"Cinderella"  in  Manchester,  1904. 

For  the  past  two  years  or  more,  Mr.  Harris 
has  been  devoting  his  time  to  travel  and  study 
in  preparation  for  a  musical  comedy  which  he 
has  just  completed,  and  which  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  one  of  New  York's  foremost  producers. 
The  comedy  deals  with  a  theme  altogether  dis- 
tinct from  the  rubbish  so  often  served  to  the 
public  since  the  recent  craze  for  this  sort  of 
amusement.  In  regard  to  his  comedy,  Mr.  Har- 
ris has  been  highly  complimented  by  the  mana- 
ger to  whom  his  work  was  submitted.  This 
manager  writes:  "The  lyrics  are  excellent — 
indeed,  there  are  half  a  dozen  of  them  that  are 
away  ahead  of  anything  produced  In  recent 
years." 


EARTHQUAKES  GIVE  ENGLAND  OIL. 

A  curious  result  of  the  frequent  and  severe 
seismological  phenomena  which  have  disturbed 
the  earth  in  various  part  of  the  world  during 
the  past  few  months,  has  been  observed  in  con- 
nection with  the  water  wells  of  Leicestershire, 
England,  from  which  the  inhabitants  derive 
their  drinking  supplies.  Whereas  a  few  months 
ago  the  water  obtained  was  sparkling  and  trans- 
parent in  purity,  during  the  latter  months  of 
the  summer  it  became  appreciably  deteriorated. 
Little  attention,  however,  was  paid  to  this  pecu- 
liarity, which  was  set  down  to  the  long  drought 
and  the  probability  that  the  wells  were  becom- 
ing exhausted  somewhat,  until  animals  refused 
to  partake  of  it.  The  water  became  so  highly 
discolored  as  to  be  practically  opaque,  as  if 
heavily  impregnated  with  yellow  clay,  while  in- 
stead of  being  perfectly  odorless  it  had  a  dis- 
tinct smell  resembling  paraffin.  This  peculiarity 
led  to  the  water  being  tested  with  a  light  to  de- 
termine the  possible  presence  of  oil,  and  imme- 
diately it  became  ignited.  Samples  were  then 
drawn  and  permitted  to  stand  for  several 
hours,  during  which  period  a  thick  oleaginous 
scum  rose  to  the  surface,  while  yellow  sediment 
gathered  at  the  bottom.  The  oil  has  been  found 
to  be  petroleum,  the  presence  of  which  in  the 
district  has  never  before  been  detected.  A  sci- 
entist, however,  who  has  investigated  the  water 
states  that  twenty  years  ago,  when  the  earth 
was  similarly  disturbed  by  earthquakes,  a  simi- 
lar effect  was  produced,  and  the  phenomenon  Is 
closely  associated  with  the  violent  disturbances 
that  have  taken  place  recently  in  the  earth's 
crust. 


A      NEW  CONTRIBUTOR. 

The  British-Californian  is  gratified  to  an- 
nounce to  its  readers  this  month  the  acquisition 
of  one  of  the  most  prominent  monologue  and 
lyric  writers  of  today,  as  a  regular  contributor 
to  these  pages — Mr.  F.  Clifford  Harris,  of  Lon- 
don, whose  likeness  Is  here  given.  Mr.  Harris 
is  a  recent  arrival  In  California,  having  come 
here  largely  for  study  and  recreation,  but  he 
has  been  prevailed  upon  to  do  work  for  the 
British-Californian  each  month. 

Those  familiar  with  the  popular  song  suc- 
cesses of  the  past  few  seasons  in  London,  as 
well  as  the  lyrics  of  the  more  prominent  musical 
comedies,  will  recognize  the  name  of  F.  Clifford 
Harris,  for  it  is  he  who  has  written  many  of 
them.  He  is  the  author  of  many  notable  lyrics 
in  the  musical  comedies,  "Kitty  Grey,"  "Ser- 
geant Brue,"  and  "The  Catch  of  the  Season,"  as 
well  as  songs  and  monologues  too  numerous  to 
m  ention. 


Mr.  Harris  has  written  a  number  of  songs 
since  his  stay  in  America,  which  have  proved 
successful,  one  of  them  being  featured  by  Miss 
Edna  May  in  "The  Catch  of  the  Season."  His 
latest  songs  are  "Daisy  Maisie"  and  "The  Roll- 
ing Stone,"  published  by  Witmark  and  Jos.  W. 
Stern,  respectively.  The  melody  for  these  lyrics 
was  composed  by  Leland  S.  Roberts,  a  young 
Californian,  who  has  accomplished  much  re- 
cently. Mr.  Harris  is  a  typical  Britisher  and 
concedes  little  for  the  American  that  cannot  be 
equalled  by  his  English  brother,  but  he  very 
fairly  expresses  his  opinion  that  nowhere  are 
melodies  so  successfully  written  as  those  of  our 
own  American  composers. 

It  will  be  our  privilege  to  give  the  readers  of 
the  British  Californian  some  contribution  each 
month  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Harris,  such  as 
monologues,  topical  poems,  etc. 

We  are  sure  that  Mr.  Harris'  work  will  prove 
of  engrossing  interest  to  all,  as  he  seems  to  be 
equally  successful  in  any  line  of  literary  work, 
whether  it  be  prose  or  poetry,  dramatic,  pathetic 
or  humorous,  and  his  style  is  easy  and  pregnant 
with  continuous  action. 

Mr.  Harris  was  with  us  In  San  Francisco  at 
the  time  of  the  earthquake,  and  in  this  issue 
will  be  found  the  first  of  his  monologues  enti- 
tled, "The  Queen  of  the  West." 


OPINIONS  DIFFER. 

Boast  of  Anglo-Saxon  prowess  as  you  may,  it 
has  never  yet  fought  or  governed  its  way  into 
the  affections  of  a  subject  people. — Nation,  New 
York. 

With  all  its  fallings  and  occasional  lapses, 
which  it  would  be  idle  to  ignore,  British  ,  rule 
has  been  a  blessing  to  India,  and  is  always  to 
be  regarded  in  that  light— Sir  Balchandra 
Krishna,  in    'Times  of  India."  Bombay. 


Dress  and  Walking  Hats 
at  Lowest  Prices  in  Town 

Friend's  Millinery 

125  Sin  Pablo  Ave.,  Oakland 


G.  W.  McKEAND 

Searcher  of  Records  for  Alameda  County 

Offices:  458  Eighth  Street,  west  of  Broadway, 
OAKLAND. 


S.  S.  Espejo 


J.  DeLaney 


DE  LANCY,  ESPEJO  &  CO. 

BOOTS  AND  SHOES 

Phone  Black  7132  Repairfnn  a  Spacialty 

475  Fourteenth  St. 
Bet.  Broadway  and  Washington  Sta. 
OAKLAND,  CAL 

Our  Motto— Durability,  Comfort  and  Style. 


PALACE  RESTAURANT 

and  BAKERY 

1012-14  WASHINGTON  ST..  OAKLAND 

Between  Tenth  and  Eleventh 

PETERSON  &  HESSE,  Props. 

(Formerly  of  the  Palms  Restaurant,  S.  F.) 


FOR  SALE 

Furniture  Iron  Beds 

Quarter-Sawed  Oak  Dressers 

Cor.  11th  and  Franklin  Streets,  Oakland 

H.  SCHELLHAAS 

Telephone  Oakland  128 

CAPE  ANN  BAKERY 

HUGH  HAMILTON 

Birthday  and  Wedding  Cakes 

Artisticall  Ornamented 

Goods  Delivered  Anywhere 
569  to  577  12th  Street       Between  Jefferson  and  Clay 
OAKLAND,  GALIF0RNIA 

FOR  TICKETS  TO  AND  FROM 

The  Old  Country 

By  the  best  Lines  at  Lowest  Rates; 

and  for  Drafts  on  Principal  Cities 

GO  TO 

THOS.  COOK  &  SON, 

410  14th  St,  Oakland 

Chief  Office:     Ludgate  Circus,  London,  Eng. 
Tours  to  all  Parts  of  the  World. 

HUGHFORGIE 
TAILOR 

Room  102,  Blake  Block  521  12th  Street 

516  11th  Street  1065  Washington  Street 

Oakland,  California 


LASH'S  BITTERS 

TONIC  LAXATIVE. 

Depot,  1725  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco. 


THE  BRITISH-CALIFORNIAN. 


EDISON  PHONOGRAPHS 
VICTORS,  Z0N0PH0NES 

Delivered  free  to  your  nearest 
R.  R.  office  on  receipt  of  full  re- 
tail price.    Write  for  particulars. 

PETER  BACIGALUPI  &  SONS 
RETAIL,  1113  FILLMORE  ST. 
WHOLESALE,  1021  GOLDEN 
GATE  AVE.,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

The  THOMAS  SANITARIUM 

tfadical.  Surgical,  and  Maternity 
cues  recti ved.    Prices  moderate; 

accommodations  first  class. 
X-Ray     Examinations    and  Pic- 
tures Made. 
2235  POST  STREET,  S.  F. 
Setween  Scott  and  Devisadero  Sts. 
DR.  E.  W.  THOMAS, 
Physician  and  Surgeon. 

H.  WILLIAMSON  (Pickwick) 

PACIFIC 
BUILDING  &  JOBBING  CO. 

Carpenters  and  Builders 

Office  and  Store  Fittings. 
1721    MARKET  ST.,  S.  F. 


SPRATTS  PATENT 

DOG 


BISCUITS 
REMEDIES 
SOAP 


"Sanitas"  Disinfectants 
Factory  and  Offices 
NEWARK,  N..J. 
Branches     -     -     St.  Louis,  Mo., 

I324  VALENCIA  ST. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

Send  for  free  copy  of 
"DOG  CULTURE." 

FOR  SAFETY,  SPEED  and  COMFORT 

TAKE  THE  OLD  RELIABLE 

CUNARD  LINE 

Established  IS40 
The  Olde.st  Line  Crossing  the  Atlantic 

NEW  YORK  and  BOSTON 
To  LIVERPOOL 

Calling  at  Queenstown 

5 RECORD  PASSAGE 
DftYS,  7  HRS,  23  MSN. 

When  Sending  for  Friends,  or  Going  to  the 
Old  Country,  Remember 

THE  GIGANTIC  FAST  NEW  STEAMSHIPS 

CARMAN  I A  (Triple  Screw  Turbine) 

The  Largest  Turbine  Steamship  Afloat 

CARONIA  (Twin  Screw.)  both  ate 

07»>  Ft.  IjOUg,  40,000  T*„  'il.OOO  11.  P. 
aud  Two  <>i  th«  Largest  in  (lie  World. 

THE  TWIN  SCREW  STEAMSHIPS 

LUC  AN  I A  &  CAMPANIA 

620  Feet  Long,  30.000  Horse  Power. 
The  Fastest  Steamers  on  N.  Y.  Liverpool  Route 

THE  FAST  EXPRESS  STEAMERS 

UMBRIA  and  ETRURIA 

525  Feet  Long.  14,500  Horse  Power 
THE  MAMMOTH  TWIN  SCREW  STEAMSHIPS 

IVERNIA  and  SAXONiA 

600  Feet  Long.    14.150  Tons. 
Two  of  the  Largest  that  Ever  Entered 

Port  of  Boston. 
SATriJUAY  ft  fortnightly  TUESDAY  Sailings 
frun  New  York  &  TUESDAY  from  lloiton. 

Mediterranean  Service 

Gibraltar,  Naples,  Adriatic. 

The  <  uuard  Uiue  has  inaugurated  a  fort- 
nightly  service  from  New  York  direct  to  Tri- 
i  steand  flume,  calling  at  Naples,  with  mag, 
niticent  larsre  new  modern  twin  screw  steamers- 
especially  fitted  for  this  service.  Low  rates,  in- 
teresting itinerary.    .Send  lor  Booklet. 

CARPATHIA,Tw.Sc.l3,600Tons 
SLAVONIA,  Tw.  Scr.  IO,600Tons 
PANNONIA,  Tw.Sc.  I*,000  Tons 
ULTONIA,  Tw.  Scr.  10*400  Tons 

F.G  WHITING.  Mar.,  Dearborn  and  Randolph, Chicaqe 
S.  F.   BOOTH,  Ferry   Building.  S.  F 
Or  Our  Local  Agents  Everywhere 


DEWEY  AND  CHICHESTER 


The  passing  away  of  Rear-Aclmiral  Sir  Kdward  Chichester, 
who  commanded  the  British  squadron  at  Manila  during  the 
American-Spanish  war,  has  recalled  many  interesting  tales 
of  that  eventful  affair.  An  American  contemporary  recounts 
the  following: 

"From  the  moment  of  the  entrance  into  Manila  bay  of  the 
first  expedition  to  the  Philippines,  Admiral  von  Diedricli  of 
the  German  Navy,  harassed  and  annoyed  Admiral  Dewey  in 
every  conceivable  manner.  His  marked  sympathy  for  the 
defeated  Spaniards  and  his  antipathy  to  the  Yankees  led  the 
Kaiser's  representative  in  Philippine  waters  to  commit  innu- 
merable acts,  which  could  only  be  construed  as  covert  acts 
for  the  purpose  of  inviting  a-  clash.  Dewey's  signals  at  night 
time  were  purposely  intercepted  by  the  German  war  ships  ; 
his  patrol  boats  were  nightly  exposed  to  the  guns  of  Manila 
by  the  German  searchlights;  Dewey's  blockade  orders  were 
almost  daily  ignored  by  the  German  war  ships,  and  in  other 
ways  too  numerous  to  mention  was  the  American  commander 
snubbed  and  treated  with  international  discourtesy. 

"Twice  only  did  Dewey  show  his  teeth  in  the  face  of  this 
trying  ordeal.  Once  when  the  Raleigh  and  Concord  were 
dispatched  to  Subig  bay,  the  German  cruiser  Irene  cut  her 
cable  and  bolted  for  the  open  sea  as  they  approached  her, 
with  decks  cleared  for  action,  to  demand  why  she  interfered 
with  a  Filipino  invasion  of  the  Spanish  stronghold  there;  and  j 
again  when  the  little  Petrel  was  dispatched  across  Manila 
bay  under  the  eyes  of  the  entire  fleet  to  intercept  a  German 
cruiser  and  demand  an  explanation  of  her  violation  of  the 
blockade  orders. 

"Then  it  was  that  Sir  Edward  Chichester  proved  his  friend- 
ship. On  being  visited  by  Admiral  von  Diedrich,  on  board  his 
flagship,  the  Immortalite,  it  is  reported  that  the  German  Ad- 
miral suavely  inquired  what,  if  anything,  he  would  do  in  the 
event  of  trouble  between  the  German  and  American  fleets  in 
Manila  bay.  Sir  Edward  Chichester  is  said  to  have  looked 
his  visitor  squarely  in  the  eye  and  replied:  "Admiral  von 
Diedrich,  blood  being  thicker  than  water,  I  do  not  see  how,  in 
the  absence  of  instructions  on  the  subject,  I  could  remain 
neutral.' 

In  dozens  of  ways  did  Sir  Edward  Chichester  thereafter 
demonstrate  his  friendship  for  the  Americans.  When  fresh 
beef  was  needed  aboard  Dewey's  fleet,  up  went  a  signal  from 
the  halyards  of  the  British  flagship:  "Send  your  boats  along- 
side for  fresh  provisions."  Most  marked  of  all  incidents, 
however,  was  that  which  occurred  on  the  day  of  the  surren- 
der of  Manila.  In  response  to  Dewey's  order,  it  having  been 
announced  that  the  city  would  be  bombarded  by  the  Ameri- 
cans unless  the  Spanish  authorities  laid  down  their  arms  by 
noon  of  that  day,  all  of  the  foreign  war  ships  withdrew  to 
points  of  safety  beyond  the  possible  lines  of  fire. 

One  fleet  only  disobeyed — that  of  Sir  Edward  Chichester. 
Steaming  alongside,  within  a  few  cable  lengths  only  of  the 
American  line,  were  the  Britishers,  their  ships  manned  is 
though  in  review,  with  bands  playing  American  airs. 

When  Dewey's  flag  lieutenant,  Brumby,  went  ashore  and 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  finally  rose  over  the  walls  of  Fort  San- 
tiago, one  fleet  of  foreigners  only  fired  the  national  salute, 
and  to  the  honor  of  the  British  flagship,  her  guns  boomed 
forth  several  seconds  earlier  than  those  of  the  Olympia,  yet, 
strange  to  say,  Admiral  Dewey,  stickler  though  he  was  for 
discipline,  chuckled  with  glee  when  he  heard  it,  and  doffed  his 
cap  to  the  Britishers,  nor  was  his  gunner  reprimanded  for  his 
tardiness. 

ANDREW  WILKIE  COMPANY,  BUILDERS. 


The  Andrew  W'ilkie  Company  (formerly  proprietors  of  the 
Mechanics  Mill)  have  been,  since  the  18th  of  April,  confining 
their  business  entirely  to  building. 

Although  they  have  discontinued  the  contracting  for  and 
the  sale  of  general  millwork,  they  have  a  plant,  however, 
fully  equipped  to  manufacture  millwork  of  all  kinds  for  use 
on  their  own  jobs,  which  secures  them,  in  this  line,  the  best 
of  work,  no  delays,  and  at  the  same  time  discounts  the  cost 
of  same  considerably. 

They  are  prepared  to  erect  buildings  of  any  character,  also 
to  fit  up  stores,  offices,  and  work  of  like  nature. 

Their  business  office  is  at  435  Oak  street,  San  Francisco. 
Telephone  Market  1895. 


Pre-eminently  the  Sewing  Ma- 
chine for  Family  Use. 

All  makes  Rented,  Repaired  and 
Exchanged. 

J.  W.  EVANS,  Agent, 

1658  O'Farrell   St.,   nr  Fillmore, 
San  Francisco. 


J.  H.  WILEY 

FURNITURE 

Carpets,    Bedding,    Stoves,  Etc., 

Bought  and  Sold. 
659  14th  St.,  near  Market, 
San  Francisco. 

Eagleson's 

FANCY  SHIRTS 
NECK   DRESS      .  HOSIERY 
UNDERWEAR,  ETC., 

Reliable  Goods  at  Pouplar  Prices 

1453  FILLMORE  ST., 
San  Francisco. 

Sacramento  -  -  -  -  717  K  St. 
Los  Angeles    -    112  S.  Spring  St. 


WHITE  STAR  LINE 

New  York,  Queenstown  and 
Liverpool 

Sailing  from  New  York  and  Liv- 
erpool Wednesdays  and 
Fridays 

TWIN-SCREW       FAST  EX- 
PRESS AND  PASSENGER 
STEAMERS. 


Tons 

Length 

Oceanic  . 

 17,274 

705  feet 

Majestic 

..  ..10,147 

582  " 

Teutonic 

. .    .  .  9,984 

582  " 

Adriatic 

..  ..24,000 

726  " 

Baltic 

..  ..24,000 

726  " 

Cedric  .  . 

..  .21,035 

700  " 

Celtic    .  . 

..  .20,904 

700  " 

Arabic  .  . 

..  .15,801 

600  " 

Accommodations  and 

Service 

unsurpassed. 

THE    BALTIC,    CEDRIC  AND 

CELTIC  ARE  THE  LARGEST 
VESSELS   IN  THE  WORLD. 


Boston,  Queeustown  &  Liverpoo 

and 

NEW    YORK,    BOSTON  AND 
MEDITERRANEAN  PORTS 
VIA  THE  AZORES. 
Twin-Screw    Passenger  Steam- 
ships. 

Tons 
.15,378 
.13,507 
.  .13,096 
.12,097 
,  .11,394 

Excellent  Accommodations.  New 
Service 


Republic 
Cretic   .  . 
Cymric  . 
Canopic  . 
Romanic 


Length 

600  feet 

601  " 
600  " 
600  " 
575  " 


DOMINION  LINE 
Montreal,  Quebec,  Halifax,  Port' 
land  and  Lirerpool 

SUPERIOR  ACCOMMODATION 

For  first-class,  second-class 
and  third-class  passengers. 
Passenger  accommodation  on 
the  upper  decks.  Well  venti- 
lated, large  rooms  and  spa- 
cious promenade  decks. 
For  rates,  sailings,  plans  and 
further   particulars,   apply  to 

Passenger  Agent,   Pacific  Coast 
G.  N.  KOEPPEL, 

207  Monadnock  Bide.  San  Francisco 


THE  BRITISH-CALIFQRNIA'N. 


CALIFORNIA  BANK 

OAKLAND,  CALIFORNIA 

OFFICERS. 

D.  Edward  Collins   President 

J.    W.   Phillips   Vice-President 

Frank    H.    Brooks   Cashier 

Ceorge  S.  Lackie   Assistant  Cashier 

BO.ARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

John  W.  Phillips,  J.  B.  Richardson,  D.  Ed- 
ward Collins,  j.  S.  Collins.  Benjamin  Smith, 
James  P.  Taylor,  William  Rutherford. 

Foreign  and  domestic  exchange  bought  and 
sold. 

Correspondents — Laldlaw  &  Co..  New  York;  j 
Continental     National    Bank,     Chicago;  San 
Francisco  National  Bank,  San  Francisco;  Bank 
of  California,  San  Francisco. 
BRANCH  OFFICE  23D  AVE.,  E.  OAKLAND, 

WEMYSS  PARK.  MANAGER 


The  A.  VAN    DER   NAILLEN   SCHOOL  of 

Practical  Mining,  Civil,  Mechanical,  Electrical 
Engineering,  Metallurgy,  Cyanide  Process,  &c, 
Surveying,  Architecture,  Drawing  and  Assay- 
ing. Established  1864.  B.  C.  Gov.  Examin- 
ations— send  for  catalogue.  Telegraph  avenue 
and  5l8t  st.,  Oakland,  Cal. 


The  Old  Firm 


New  Goods 


00REY& CUNNINGHAM 

Men's    Underwear,    Shirts,    Collars  and  Cuffs, 
Gloves,  Neckties,  etc.    The  Best  Makes 

Only  in  Stock. 

11  MARKET  ST.     -     -     SAN  FRANCISCO 


ALLAN  LINE 

FAST  ATLANTIC  STEAHERS 

Tons. 

Virginian,  turbine  engines,  triple  screws  ..12,000 
Victorian,   turbine  engines,   triple  screws, .  .12,000 

Bavarian,  twin  screws  10,376 

Tunisian,  twin  screws   10,576 

Ionian,    twin  screws   9,000 

28  Steamers,  aggregating  158,026  tons. 
SEASON  1906. 

LIVERPOOL 

Regularweekly  service  from  Montreal.  Highest 
clas9  passenger  accommodation  by  this  service  for 
all  classes.    Moderate  rates. 

LONDON   *.  HAVRE  (France) 

Regular  sailings  from  Montreal.  One  class  of 
cabin  passengers  only  will  be  carried.  They  will 
enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  the  ateamer,  including 
the  dining  room,  music  room,  smoking  room;  In 
other  words,  the  best  the  steamer  affords. 

GLASGOW 

Montreal  to  Glasgow  weekly.  One  class  of  cabin 
passenge  rs  only  will  be  carried.  They  will  enjoy 
all  the  privileges  of  the  Steamer,  including  the 
dining  room,  music  room,  smoking  room;  in  other 
words,  the  best  the  steamer  affords. 

BOSTON    &  GLASGOW 

One  class  of  cabin  passengers  only  will  be  car- 
ried. Tfcey  will  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  the 
steamer,  Including  the  dining  room,  music  room, 
smoking  room,  in  other  words,  the  best  the 
steamer  affords.  s 
•"or    further  particulars  apply  to 

ALLAN  <5fc  CO. 

Gen'l  Western  Agents 
174  East  Jackson  Blvd.  CHICAGO 
R.   R.  RITCHIE 
FERRY   BLDG.  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.STA1IL1S1IED  1858 


CRAIG,  COCHRAN 
&  CO, 

Funeral  Directors  and  Embalmers 
1169  Valencia  Street,  Near  23rd 


LADY  ATTENDANT 


iAN  I'RANCISCO 


H.  LeBARON  SMITH 

TAILOR 

756  GOLDEN  GATE  AVENUE, 

Formerly  322  Bush  Street.,      -       San  Francisco 

Office  459  Twelfth  St.         Phone  Oakland  2428 

JAMES  P.  TAYLOR 

all  kinds 

Foreign  and  Domestic  Goal 

Wholesale  and  Retail 


OAKLAND 


CALIFORNIA 


"Hebburn,"  the  newest  and  best  family  coal. 
Bunkers  Foot  of  Franklin  St. 


G.  A.  WRIGHT 
G.  RUSHFORTH 
B.  J.  S.  CAHILL 


ASSOCIATE 
ARCHITECTS 


MAIN  OFFICE:  2277  California  St. 

Phone  West  4272 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


: 

:  : 
♦  ♦ 


THE  CANADIAN  BANK  OF  COMMERCE 

With  which  is  amalgamated 
THE    BANK    OF    BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Head  Office:     Toronto,  Canada 
London  Office,  60  Lombard  St.,  E.  C. 

New  York  Office,  16  Exchange  Place. 
Paid-up  Capital,  $10,000,000  Reserve  Fund,  $4,500,000 

AGGREGATE  RESOURCES  OVER  $98,000,000 
Hianches  of  the  Bank:    British  Columbia,  15;  Yukon  Ter.,  2; 
Northwest  Provinces,  43;  Eastern  Canada,  69;  United  States,  5 

caw  fBiMncrn  s  Main  Office,  Sansome  and  California  Streets 
ifln  rKHNLiSLU  lUpiown  0ffke  Van  Ness  Avenue  :nd  £ddy 


CANADIAN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY 

ACROSS  THE 
MOUNTAINS,  PRAIRIES  AND  RIVERS  OF 

CANADA 

The  True  Scenic  Route.    Unrivaled  for  Grandeur 

Canadian  Rockies.       "Banff,"  the  Beautiful.     Glacier.  Field. 
Lake   Louise.     Across   "Great   Lakes."      Niagara  Falls. 
Thousand  Islands.  Lake  Champlain. 

Lake  George.  Hudson  River. 

CONNECTING  WITH 

CANADIAN  PACIFIC  ATLANTIC  STEAMSHIP  LINE 

(The  New  and  Magnificent  Steamships,  "Empreas  of 
Britain"  and  "Empress  of  Ireland") 

At  MONTREAL  and  QUEBEC  for  LIVERPOOL  and  LONDON. 
Also  bookings  to  CHINA  and  JAPAN  per  "Empress  Line,"  and 
to  AUSTRALIA  per  the  Canadian  Australian  R.  M.  S.  S.  Line. 

Ferry  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

E.  E.  PENN,  Ticket  Agt.    M.  M.  STERN,  Dlst.  Passenger  Agt. 


ROYAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

FUNDS  OVER  $72,000,000. 

The  World's  Greatest  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
"DOLLAR  FOR  DOLLAR"  and  no  Discount. 

ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

City  Office,  Fillmore  and  Pine  Sts.    Oakland,  1252  Clay  St. 


TRIED 


Telephone  Oakland  4508 

J.  A.  BARLOW 

PICTURE      ^  ART 

FRAMES   *M  GOODS 

369  Twelfth  Street,  Oakland 
PATRONIZE  the  ADVERTISERS  in  the  BRITISH  CALIFORNIAN 


BY  PANIC 
BY  EARTHQUAKE 
BY  FIRE 

THE  CONTINENTAL  BUILDING  AND  LOAN  ASSOCIATION 

OF  CALIFORNIA. 

Stands  TODAY,  as  it  has  stood  for  17  years — A  MONU- 
MENT OF  SAFETY  AND  PROFIT  to  its  stockholders  and 
depositors.  Its  records  are  saved;  its  securities  have  not 
been  hurt  by  the  earthquake  and  they  cannot  be  lost  by  fire. 
They  are  first  mortgages  on  improved  real  estate  and  the  im- 
provements are  all  insured  against  loss  by  fire.  Pays  5  per 
cent  on  ordinary  deposits  and  8  per  cent  on  terms  deposits. 

JUST  WATCH  SAN  FRANCISCO  BUILD  BETTER— THE 
CONTINENTAL  GROW  GREATER. 

Cor.  Market  and  Church  Sts„  San  Francisco 

DR.  WASHINGTON  DODGE,  President. 
WM.  CORBIN,  Sec'y  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


George  W.  Lunt.  Henry  C.  Bunker. 

Telephone    Market  2620. 
FUNERALS  QUIETLY  CONDUCTED  BY 

BUNKER  &  LUNT 

UNDERTAKERS 

2666  MISSION  STREET  IAN  FRANCISCO 

Mission  Masonic  Temple 
Embalming  a  Specialty  Lady  Attendanta 


